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NEXT S.C.U.G. GENERAL MEETING   
IS ON : 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30,  2010 

BRING A FRIEND WITH YOU 

What is APCUG? The Association of 
Personal Computer User Groups 
(APCUG) is an organization dedicated to 
helping member computer user groups 
succeed. The APCUG helps to foster 
communications by operating as an infor-
mal network between user group organi-
zations and also with companies that pro-
vide computer related and Internet related 
goods and services.  

www.apcug.org  
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President  president@scug.ca 

Pierre Houle 

Shareware  - library@scug.ca 

Bill Colotelo 

Vice President  - vicepresident@scug.ca 

Ian Hunt 

Editor — editor@scug.ca 

Norm Lamoureux 

Treasurer—treasurer@scug.ca  

Ed Ginn 

Public Relations — prc@scug.ca 

John Allingham 

Secretary  - secretary@scug.ca 

Tom Deeprose 

Program Co – ordinator — coordinator@scug.ca  

Dorothy Alexander 

Membership — membership@scug.ca 

Jim Lapointe 

Webmaster—webmaster@scug.ca  

Dick Carpani 

SCUG EXECUTIVE 2009—2010 

HOW & WHY TO JOIN SCUG? 

To join SCUG or to get details about the group, please contact Member-
ship Secretary. 

WHAT DOES SCUG OFFER YOU? 

Each month we have a general meeting wherein a tad of business is con-
ducted, then we have guest presenters on a slew of computer-related top-
ics. Within SCUG there are sub-groups called SIGs, short for Special In-
terest Groups that includes: 

Windows/Computer/Tech presentations. This is where a presentation is 
made on a computer topic and the best part is our Question & Answer 
session. Another sub-group is our most-popular Digital Photography 
group. This is where you learn all about this amazing technology, from 
how to turn your camera on, to editing video clips, to learning new editing 
software, or simply how to take better pictures. 

These groups are included in the $35.00 yearly membership fee. Along 
with that fee you also get a monthly copy of our newsletter: SCUG Report 
- that is filled with reviews, articles, and lots of how-tos. 

Members get to place free “want ads” in SCUG Report and there is no 
limit. At each monthly general meeting our Shareware Librarian demon-
strates a new and FREE program that is available afterwards on the 
SCUG website: www.scug.ca 
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SECRETARY MINUTES 

SCUG Executive Meeting May 3rd, 2010 

1. Approval Of Minutes of April 5th 2010: Proposed & seconded as accepted as written. 

2. Membership Input: Jim reported that, as of April 2010 end, membership was at 93 (65 Members & 28 Associates), 
with one new Member, four Members renewing with two Associates, and two new Guests leaving SCUG Guests on re-
cord to seven plus COMP Visitors.  About 57 attendees for the ‘Presentation In A Box’.  The number of newsletters for 
the may GM to be 70 (65 + 5 spares)-NORM                                                               
3. Vice President's Input: Nothing to report but the election wheels are starting to roll. Will be in touch with each Exec. 
member for their input re. their intentions regarding running. 
4. Secretary's Input: Tom-Nothing secretarially or accommodation-wise to report. 
 5.Treasurer's Input: Ed’s financial report was accepted, with a minimum of comment, as submitted.  

6. Software Librarian’s Input:  Bill reported May’s DOM would be how to log on to the Lambton Library system and some 
of the interesting things and information that can be obtained.  

7. Newsletter Editor’s : Norm reported that everything was under control. Still staying with an 18-page target but flexible. 
8. Program Coordinator’s Input: Dorothy reported that we have: 

 Pending Reviews: 
Pierre: AKVIS Noise Buster v7.0:, Dick Carpani -AKVIS Magnifier v.3: Image Resizing: 
Ian Hunt - The iPhone Pocket Guide: Ian Hunt - Scriptin' with JavaScript and Ajax: A Designer's Guide: 
John Allingham - Windows 7 Missing Manual: Jim LaPointe - "Brand Design - Logo Design Love: A Guide to Creating 
 Iconic Brand Identities: Val Conway - ProShow Producer 4.1 
 
Ordered –but not received yet: 
Dick Carpani - Web Design & Development/Programming. 

9. Public Relations Input: John reported that the  Compuprizes for May would be an Accessory Kit for a Laptop, an 8G 
thumb drive and a flexible keyboard.  
10. Webmaster's Input: Dick reported normal maintenance.  Will look into installing a Search Page. 

11. Meetings:  

May- we have a presentation from Lambton College faculty on how they are involved in rejuvenating retired computers 
for distribution to lower income families. 

June -we have a presentation on Linux by a Member, Dave Bartlett 

A number of ideas have been listed for future presentations- St. Clair Stereo on integrating computer & TV, something 
on Cell phone/email linkage, Future Shop on Wii (hard to get their interest it seems), an ALC computer teacher (most 
frequent problems with senior users etc). As usual, suggestions from the Membership would be most welcome. 

12. Old Business: 

April’s presentation: Pierre ran the “Presentation in a Box” (PIAB) DVD that described the various equipment available to 
laptop users whether sitting at a table, lying on the floor or laying in bed to ensure the best posture and to prevent over-
heating the computer.   It was well received with numerous questions from the audience.          

-A possible source of small prizes was mentioned and needs follow up. PIERRE.  
 
13. New Business:  

-Jim suggested a contest for a new logo. He will think about it with the target next September for announcing. JIM 

-John reported that he had received several complaints about the volume level of the loud speakers fading as the eve-
ning progressed. Needs looking into. BILL?  

-Difficulties with the club laptop’s screen too faint to see may be cured by repair or by buying a used flat screen monitor 
and bypassing the integral screen. Needs some investigation. IAN  

Exec. Meeting –Monday, May 31st 2010 @ 7 p.m. 369 L.Rd 
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There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given to the 
author and club.�

Review: by Gregory West, prospector16 (at) gmail.com 

Computer Tips for Seniors by Pamela Tabak 

Published by Computer Tutor Inc. 2009, Cover Design by Linda Gonse 

Pages: 204, USA: $24.95 plus shipping 

www.computertutorinc.net/order.htm 

All too often we find ourselves sinking in the mystery sea called Windows. We know what we 
would like to do but just can’t figure out the “how”. The further we click through our computers the 
worse our adventure becomes. We end up at a DEAD END, completely frustrated to the point of 
never wanting to turn the computer on ever again. 

Several years ago Pamela Tabak, better known as “The Computer Tutor” started helping seniors 
with their computer issues. Pamela began offering a free 24/7 help desk. She would have people 
email her their computer problem and guaranteed to return an answer within 24 hours at no 
charge. Of course this took off quickly and became a huge success. 

Born from this concept of an email help desk, Pamela developed a book comprising of some of 
the most popular, nagging, questions that were asked. In Pamela’s words she explains the book’s 
conviction as “easy answers to frequently asked questions”. 

This book comes with easy to read and view coloured graphics depicting each step in the solu-
tions process. There are three main sections: Knowledge Base, How To, and of course Answers 
to Frequently Asked Questions. 

The “Knowledge Base” section deals with topics such as ergonomics, the health of both you and 
your computer. There is an interesting section on whether to “Recycle or Reuse Your Old Com-
puter”; a section we all should read up on. The book does an excellent job of covering most other 
areas of computing topics including computer maintenance, Internet security, Flash Drives, Web 
Browsers, Ebay and Emailing. 

As I went through this book finding things I already knew, I found myself wondering what type of 
answer would go with the question, and then finding out various things I had either forgotten or 
didn’t know existed. Going the extra mile, as Pamela does in this book, she has include several 
little “Tip” bits where you find yourself gathering even more quick and helpful information. 

Whether you are a senior who is just starting out in the world of computing, or you have been 
around the block a few times with your hard drive; this book is a great read and a good reference 
book to keep nearby the desktop. 

�

SCUG REVIEW 
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PROGRAM OF THE MONTH 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY SIG 

WINDOWS SIG 

Twenty Seven members attended the Digital Pho-
tography SIG this month. Pierre led the discussion 
with a talk on camera settings for odd lighting 
situations. Beach, snow, sunset, night time and 
lightning scenarios were covered. Scene modes 
were offered as the best solution to the point and 
shoot camera. The next meeting of the Digital SIG 
will be June 9th, 7:00 P.M. at the ALC. The topic 
will be announced prior to the meeting. 

T he May Windows meeting was attended by 18 
members.  We discussed using software to deter-
mine what software is on your machine, how to 
create a recovery disk for Windows XP with Ser-

vice Pack 3,  how to speed up Windows using AutoRuns, 
a web speed test site, how to customize your Start Menu 
and how to tell how much bandwidth Skype uses. 

SARNIA LIBRARY 
 

www.lclmg.org 
 
An easy way to search out the activities of your library, renew your books and/or 
find out the hours of operation etc. 
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www.computertutorinc.net 

Cleaning Your Computer  

Keeping it simple is the best way to deal with Computer Cleaning. I would not recommend opening the tower if you 
are not familiar with the inside components but if you have a technician who is going to replace or upgrade your 
RAM (memory) or other parts of your computer you could ask them to clean the inside of the tower at that time. 

Meanwhile there are simple steps to prevent dust and pet hair building up around the fans. There are generally two 
fans inside a computer and some have more than two. These fans keep the processor and other components cool. If 
dust is allowed to accumulate around the fans it causes the computer to overheat and burn out the components 
(single piece which forms part of a larger unit)    It is essential that dust is kept away from all components to ensure 
that your computer runs smoothly so make sure that your desk and surrounding areas are also dust free. 

1. Position your computer tower as high as you can from the floor, preferably on your desk top. If this is not 
convenient, build or purchase a small platform to raise the tower off the floor especially if it is carpeted. If 
your computer tower sits inside a cabinet it will stay pretty clean but make sure that there is enough airflow 
to keep the cabinet cool. Taking off the back of the cabinet would be the best solution. This could be re-
placed with a fine mesh panel that would not only ensure a good airflow but will also catch some of the dust 
that will try to enter. You should check this mesh from time to time and vacuum any dust that has accumu-
lated so that it does not impede the airflow. 

2. Disconnect your computer tower from the power source. If you wish to use a can of compressed air to blow 
away the dust remember to hold it upright at all times otherwise condensation will drip onto the components 
and could damage them. I prefer to use a small Computer Vacuum that will do a great job without causing 
damage as long as you do not touch any internal components. This works as a vacuum or a blower and 
some models have a micro dust brush as well. Do not use a Standard Vacuum to clean inside your com-
puter because it builds up a tremendous amount of static electricity, which will kill your computer on acciden-
tal contact. It is also too powerful for the job in hand. 

3. I have discovered that wiping the monitor, keyboard and the outside of the computer tower, printer and other 
peripherals with a “Swiffer” cloth is the best way to keep the dust at bay. Using other materials just seems to 
move the dust around but the dust clings to the “Swiffer” cloth and you can then discard it. Make sure that 
your monitor is turned off before cleaning. 

4. If your monitor needs more than dusting, use a lint free cloth that is slightly damp, not wet, and gently wipe 
the surface of the monitor. If your monitor is LCD (liquid crystal display) keep sharp objects and your finger 
nails away so that you do not pierce the surface; most laptops have LCD monitors. If you own the older lar-
ger CRT (cathode-ray tube) monitor the surface is more like glass but you should still use a slightly damp 
cloth so that water does not penetrate the outer frame causing damage to the components. Never open your 
CRT monitor or try to clean the inside. Do not use unapproved liquids to clean your monitor. It could do per-
manent damage. 

5. Keyboards always seem to collect a great deal of dust so you may wish to cover it when it is not in use. If 
you own a laptop you can close the lid after you close down your system. Cleaning is simple with a small 
Computer Vacuum, a new soft clean dry paint brush or a can of compressed air. Remember to pick up the 
keyboard and keep the can of compressed air upright to avoid condensation dripping on to the keyboard. 

6. Many computer users forget how important it is to clean the computer mouse often. The mouse is in use 90 
per cent of the time and it can harbor germs. Use a slightly damp cloth to clean the top surface of the 
mouse. Remove the housing and ball if you are not using a laser mouse, and clean the interior with a cotton 
swab. You can also rinse the ball with warm water and dry it thoroughly before replacing. Washing your 
hands before you start working on your computer will avoid the spread of germs to your mouse and key-
board. 



����������������������

huh?..... Linux??�
(Part 2 of 3 ) by Dave Bartlett, S.C.U.G., Sarnia O n-
tario, May, 2010 �

In Part 1 of this series, I touched on the 

highlights of Linux. There is a lot that I don't 

know. I'm not a Linux guru; I'm a Linux user. 

I'm also adventurous enough to try things 

with Linux, and in the process, a lot of learn-

ing takes place. 

My main computer is an older Intel P4 ma-

chine - 1.5 Gigs of RAM, and a Radeon 

9250 PCI video card. This is old by today's 

standards, but it's my XP main squeeze. It 

can also run almost  any and every Linux 

distro I have tried. When Vista first came 

out, Microsoft provided a small utility that 

would determine if your computer would run 

Vista. I ran it, and it told me I could not run 

Vista's “Aero”, the feature that shows the 

rotating desktop cube with multiple windows 

running multiple applications. I needed to 

upgrade my video card. Then I found that 

the Linux equivalent to Aero, Compiz-

Fusion, runs just fine on my old video card. I 

could also choose any number of sides to 

my rotating cube. I usually set it for six or 

eight. 

I have a second computer, one that had 

been put together from spare parts. A 

younger son bought it cheaply, online, and 

the person who assembled it, pulled a fast 

one. Windows XP couldn't be updated and 

eventually, it crashed and wouldn't boot at 

all. I had old legitimate copies of Windows 

NT and 2000. If I installed either of them, 

some updates were available, but only up to 

a certain year. Support had been discontin-

ued long ago. Wouldn't that leave him vul-

nerable to modern exploits? You know how 

kids are when they go surfing the net. When 

he abandoned it for a newer computer, it be-

came my first dedicated Linux box. 

 

With Windows, you get planned obsoles-

cence. Microsoft Windows XP support lifecy-

cle ends April 8, 2014. Service Pack 2 sup-

port ends July 13, 2010. Service Pack 3 sup-

port continues until 2014. Then you have to 

buy a new OS, or run without support. This 

is their marketing strategy. It keeps you buy-

ing their products. You don't actually own the 

product. You only own a license to use the 

product. As we move toward 2014, it’s a 

great time to try Linux!�
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R emember the television ads, “I am a 

PC...... and I am a Mac”? There was 

no third character saying, “I am Linux”. The 

Linux community doesn't make money sell-

ing the product. They don't have funding for 

mass marketing. Linux relies on word of 

mouth and User's Groups, so they're not 

gaining media attention, and popularity. I 

believe that Linux is a superior operating 

system, but the market share is under 5%. 

However, it is growing, gaining support 

faster outside North America.  There is a ra-

dio station in Arizona with a weekly Linux 

show, Gutsy Geeks, promoting Linux.  Listen 

to some of their interesting podcasts.�

�

L inux development is global. Developers 

may be large companies, small private 

groups who collaborate online, or individu-

als. There are four main Linux OS sources 

that go back to the 1990's. Red Hat is a 

commercial Linux distro, available to lease 

only, at $80 per year and up. Debian (started 

by Ian Murdoch and his girlfriend, Deb) is 

another longstanding branch which 

is now a large organization. Slack-

ware is perhaps the oldest, and 

Gentoo is one of the newer 

branches. Each branch has it's 

faithful followers, but, also each 

branch has spawned dozens, even 

hundreds, of newer distros. Linux 

distros don't compete with one an-

other. They may actually help each other.�

�

W ith more than 500 active Linux dis-

tros, where should you start? Here's 

a great, safe way! Are you running Windows 

98, 2000, XP or Vista? Try Ubuntu in a spe-

cial way. Go to the Wubi website - 

http://wubi-installer.org/ , download and run 

the Wubi installer. Wubi installs like any 

other program 

to your hard 

drive. You'll 

need 13 Gigs of free space. On the installer 

window, click the down-arrow where it says, 

“Desktop Environment”. It shows Ubuntu by 

default, but you can choose Kubuntu, Xub-

untu, or Mythbuntu. Wubi will download the 

distro, install it, and when you reboot your 

computer, you choose Windows, or Ubuntu. 

It isn't my intent here to tell you all about Ub-

untu. Go ahead, explore it. Check it out. See 

the Ubuntu web site for more iinformation. 

http://www.ubuntu.com/products/whatisubun

tu/910features When you decide you no 

longer want Ubuntu on your computer, 

uninstall it like you would any program, and 

it's gone.�

Linux, — more than an operating sys-

tem...... It’s an adventure!  

(--to be continued)�
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 There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given to 

the author and club.�

 

This month let me introduce you to Dick Carpani, our current webmaster and a member of SCUG 
since March of 1999. 

Dick was born and raised in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan and came to Sarnia 
in 1958.  His summer jobs included: construction labourer, a bakery, a 
creamery, a brewery, a service station and National Research Council.  

To his credit Dick has several honours and degrees. In 1958 he received a 
BSc in Chemical Engineering from University of Saskatchewan. He is a Fel-
low (FCIC) of Chemical Institute of Canada. Dick received a MSc Manage-
ment Science with the University of Waterloo in 1979 and Licensed Member 
(retired) (P.Eng.) with Professional Engineers Ontario.  Plus he holds Sixth 
Dan Master with the World Taekwondo Federation and he is a First Class 
Referee with the Canadian Taekwondo Association. 

Upon coming to Sarnia Dick went to work for Polymer, Polysar, Petrosar and NOVA. These were 
mainly name changes for the same company with the exception of Petrosar. Then Polysar 
bought Petrosar so he was back working for the same company! Jobs included mostly technical 
in both chemical engineering and information technology both as a worker and a manager. 

His interest in computers grew along the way. As a young engineer Dick was one of a few who 
got to work with Polysar’s first computer in 1960. It was an IBM 1620 with 20,000 binary coded 
decimal digits (less than 20k as the memory units were only 7 bits as opposed to a byte of 8 bits). 
The input/output was by punch cards or a Selectric typewriter. The cards had to be punched with 
a keypunch machine and printed on a card printer. The language used was usually Fortran but 
sometimes in the absolute machine language. In 1985 he was exposed to email, but only within 
the company. From then on he used computers off and on until he retired in 1995. 

Over the years Dick has been very active in lots of organizations/clubs. Here are some of the 
past ones:  Chairman one year for Chemical Institute of Canada, Sarnia Chapter and member for 
6 – 7 years; Sarnia City Councilor for 4.5 years;  Lambton County Board of Education Trustee for 
12 years; Lambton Senior’s Association board member and webmaster; Ontario Public School 
Board Association board member; Executive at Professional Engineers of Ontario, Sarnia Chap-
ter; Candidate for the Progressive Conservative Party of Canada, Sarnia-Lambton Riding in 
1997; Sarnia General Hospital board member; Sarnia Public Library board member; and Scout-
master for 10 years at St. Paul’s United Church. 
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Currently Dick is involved in the following organizations/clubs: Instructor at Bluewater 
Taekwondo Club; Webmaster/member of Bluewater Trails Committee; Vice-President, 
Membership Director and Immediate Past-President of the Conservative Party of Can-
ada Sarnia-Lambton Riding; Director of S-W Ontario Taekwondo Association; Member-
ship Director of PC party of Ontario; Webmaster of SCUG; member of Sarnia Police 
Services Board; and President 2009/10 of Sarnia-Lambton Golden “K” Kiwanis. In 
spite of all these activities you will still see Dick walking his dog, along the water front 
on any given night!  

When I asked Dick what was most memorable he replied he had a few highlights. He 
was the first Webmaster for the Ontario Taekwondo Association in 1997. They were 
among the first webs of any Provincial Sport organization. Another was his involvement 
as one of two of Polysar’s representative on the SOAP project, which was a consor-
tium that lead to Petrosar (now NOVA Corunna). In 1973 he did all the financial plan-
ning and economics for the project. There were no spreadsheets then, so he wrote one 
using Fortran. They used a time-share computer that was much larger than SCUG’s – 
100k! Communication with it was over phone lines at 300 baud.  

In 1985 Dick represented Southern Ontario in a National fitness challenge. It was 
sponsored by Participaction and Kraft foods and was televised on the Canadian ver-
sion of Wide World of Sports. He has run many 10k races including the Boys’ home, 
Terry Fox and the Port Huron to Sarnia.  

Please note that this is the last issue of “HIDDEN TALENTS”. I sincerely hope that you 
have enjoyed this column over the past months. Dorothy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�

�

�

�

���������	�
���
�����������	��
��
������
�	�
�����
 ��
����
�����
����

� ��� �� ������ ����������	
�� ���



�����������������������

 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
����������
�	��
������ � � � ���������������
�	��������� ��

!	����
	����"����#�$�������
	��%�����������
���
�	�
��
� ����
��
���� �	�������������	����#����!������
�
�����
��



��
���������	��&�

FOR SALE : 

 

2.66 ghz. Computer, 1 meg RAM 

With monitor too… 

Norm 519-542-5757 

SCUG WILL BE AT  

  HOBBYFEST AGAIN 

SUNDAY , JULY 25, 
2010 

10 AM TO 4 PM 

CENTENNIAL PARK 
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There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given to 

the author and club. 

Scriptin’ with JavaScript and Ajax: A Designer’s Gu ide 

By Charles Wyke-Smith 

SCUG review by Craig Hunt 

 

Published by: New Riders, 1249 Eighth Street, Berkeley, CA 94710   510-524-
2178 

$53.99 CAD 

When I first heard of this book and agreed to review it, I was really looking forward 
to seeing some advanced JavaScript code and lots of real-world examples that I 
can use in my own web development work.  The book starts off, as expected, as an introduction to 
JavaScript.  After all, you can’t have Ajax without Javascript.  Ajax, by the way, stands for Asynchronous 
Javascript and XML.  In other words, it uses JavaScript and XML (although standard HTML can be used 
instead of XML) to change elements on a webpage without have to request a whole new page from the 
web server.  If you’re familiar with HTML but have never started implementing JavaScript in to your pages, 
this book does a good job of explaining what types of things JavaScript can do to enhance your web pages.  
It takes you through many of the JavaScript basics starting, of course, with a “Hello, World!” example, and 
then introduces readers to variables, strings, arrays, logical operations, loops, etc.    

I started enjoying the book right from the beginning.  Although much of it was stuff that I already knew, I am 
a big proponent of relearning things.  After all, there’s always more than one way to do things, it’s a great 
way to remember things I may have forgotten and I just might learn something new. 

As I read through the first 4 chapters, I realized that I was already half way through the book and it still had-
n’t touched on any of the more advanced JavaScript code that I was hoping to learn.  It hadn’t even 
touched on Ajax at this point.  While Javascript may be a fairly simple language to learn if you want to add 
some basic dynamic features to your website like changing background colors when you move your mouse 
over certain parts of a webpage, it can get pretty complicated if you wish to add more advanced features 
like animations.  It was this type of scripting that I was hoping read about.   

In the fifth chapter, the author finally gets in to some Ajax examples.  Everything about Ajax relies a special 
JavaScript function called the XMLHttpRequest.  This is what makes Ajax work the way it does and the au-
thor does a really good job of illustrating this to his readers.  There are a couple real-world Ajax examples 
in this chapter which give an excellent representation of how Ajax works and how powerful it can be.  Fi-
nally I was getting in to the type of code examples that would really make me a better programmer. 

Then all of a sudden, chapter six focuses on introducing a few different Ajax frameworks.  Frameworks are 
pre-written libraries with popular web 2.0 effects that users can download and use on their websites without 
having to re-invent the wheel and code themselves.  The frameworks the author chose to focus on were 
YUI (Yahoo!), Prototype, Scriptaculous, jQuery and Adobe Spry.  While frameworks are incredibly useful 
and massive time-savers, not to mention extremely cool, I was really hoping that the book (as its title sug-
gests) would focus on how these frameworks worked and how to build our own Ajax effects similar to what 
is used in the various frameworks.  

Scriptin’ with Javascript and Ajax  is the 3rd book in a 3 part series written by Charles Wyke-Smith.  Al-
though I have not yet read the first 2 books (Stylin’ with CSS and Codin’ for the Web), after reading 
Scriptin’, I do have an interest in reading them despite the fact that I was a little disappointed in what the 
book brought to the table.   

SCUG REVIEW 
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Finding Related Words 
�
Finding just the right words to say what you want to say can sometimes be a challenge. Fortunately, Mi-
crosoft Word can help in this regard. One of the tools that Word provides is a full thesaurus. You can 
use this tool to find alternate words with the same meaning (synonyms), words with the opposite mean-
ing (antonyms), or related words. Related words are typically similar words based on the root of the 
word you specify. To find a related word, follow these steps: 

1. Position the insertion point in the word you wish to check. 
2. Press Shift+F7 or choose Language from the Tools menu and then Thesaurus from the submenu. 

If you are using Word 97 or Word 2000, you see the Thesaurus dialog box. If you are using 
Word 2002 or a later version, you see the Research task pane, with the thesaurus information 
displayed. 

3. If related words are available for the word, you will see the Related Words choice in the dialog 
box or the task pane. Click on Related Words. 

4. In the Related Words list, select the desired related word. 
5. Click on Replace (if using Word 97 or Word 2000) or click the down-arrow to the right of the 

related word and choose Insert (if using Word 2002 or a later version). 

Copyright © 2010 by Sharon Parq Associates, Inc. Reprinted by permission. Thousands of free Microsoft Word tips 
can be found online at http://word.tips.net. 
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There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this article as long as it is kept in context with proper 
credit given to  the author and club. 

The need to transcribe images for genealogy can be annoying when it's necessary to use a separate image editor 
and text program. This requires moving back and forth to make adjustments and screens don't always stay where 
you want them . This month I discovered a little free program that does both jobs. The program called TRAN-
SCRIPT V-2.3 has a split screen with your image at the top and a text editor below. It does not have OCR capabili-
ties. You simply transcribe what you see. 

 

The image can be sized and even rotated to view those little notes at the side of 
the page. Other basic features are sharpening, auto contrast, change to grey-
scale and invert colors. It only requires a click to return to the original image. You 
don't risk your original image because the changes cannot be saved.  

 

The text editor will save as: rtf, txt, doc and htm/html, If you use spreadsheets like 
I do you can add commas or tabs to the text file as your type and then import the 
file into your spreadsheet program as a delimited file. I prefer commas because 

they are visible. The lack of a spreadsheet was the biggest drawback to this program but I still find it very useful. 
The author Jacob Boerema would like to add a spreadsheet capability but it isn't his plans for the near future be-
cause of his present time contraints.  

 

You can purchase a registered version for 5 euros. The paid version gives you the following additional features:  

More than one project at a time, and tracking time spent on each project. 

An extra window can be used for comparison of text or handwriting. 

Defined abbreviations will expand into long words or phrases. 

An auto correct feature will correct typos.  

A special character selection window is available in the paid version only but you can insert the characters in the 
free version by using the Alt + the number pad shortcut.  

The free version works well for me until a spreadsheet version becomes available. 

http://www.jacobboerema.nl/en/Freeware.htm 

QUICK TIP: I came across this very quick way of accumulating information using text storage files. All the infor-
mation is on Robert Ragan's You Tube presentation "Online Genealogy Information Gathering Method" part 1 and 
part 2. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qO_RI4QnX4&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch#!v=0ynoQX-djFw&feature=related 

See you next month under the Crooked Tree. 
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Slide and Film Scanning 35 mm. 

High Resolution 

 

Call Pierre for a quote 

Phone : 519—344-1379 

pahoule@sympatico.ca 
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SCUG Disclaimers 

 

1. The viewpoints found inside SCUG Report are not necessarily the views of the SCUG 
Executive nor of the SCUG Membership, only that of the said authors of articles and re-
views. 

2. SCUG accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions in the Newsletter. Advertise-
ments are paid for and should not be considered as endorsements by SCUG . 

3. Advertising in the Newsletter is subject to the approval of the Executive and, if ac-
cepted, will be at the current advertised rate. 

4. There is no restriction against any non-profit group using any article from this newslet-
ter as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given to  the author and club.  
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The SCUG Election is Coming  
 

We will be asking for nominations at the May meeting and elec-
tions will take place at the June general meeting.  Some of the 
current executive will NOT be running for their position next 
year, so we are in need of candidates.  In order to do most of the 
jobs of the executive, you don't need to be an expert in com-
puters, you just need to be able to send and receive email. 

 

Being on the executive is a rewarding experience and the club will benefit from having 
you on the executive.  All the executive positions are open for nominations, so give it a 
try.  The term is one year and if you are on the executive, your membership fee is 
waived for the length of your term. 

 

Here are the positions and their description: 

 

President 

Chair all General and Executive meetings, receive correspondence to the club and re-
ply where appropriate, report on matters arising to the membership, prepare agendas 
for General and Executive Meetings, liaise with user groups, media, manufacturers, 
distributors and with organizations able to provide speakers for General Meetings, or-
ganize accommodations for all General and SIG meetings, organize and run monthly 
Compuprize draws.  (The Compuprize draws are currently delegated to the Public Re-
lations Coordinator). 

 

Vice-President 

Assume the duties of the President if the President is unable to fulfill them and to as-
sist the President in any and all of the President's duties as directed by the President.  
The Vice-President is responsible for a committee of Executive Support persons who 
may be required to manage special functions such as elections and meeting set-ups 
and dismantling. 

 

Secretary 

Record, distribute and archive minutes of all Executive Meetings.  Minutes of the Ex-
ecutive Meetings must be readily available to the Editor of the Newsletter for publica-
tion in the next newsletter.  The Secretary will record and archive all external corre-
spondence. 

�
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Membership Secretary 

Maintain an up-to-date database of all Members, Associates and Guests containing freely 
given information required by SCUG.  All information is exclusive to SCUG and is not divulged 
to any outside agency.  Membership lists and labels will be produced as required. 

 

Treasurer 

Assume responsibility for the receipt and disbursement of all monies as directed by the Execu-
tive.  The Treasurer has the authority to pay any true debts of SCUG as they become due and 
shall have joint signing authority with either the President or Vice-President, at the direction of 
the President.  The Treasurer will also be responsible for preparing an annual budget. 

 

Software Librarian 

Prepare, test and demonstrate software that may be legally distributed to the Members at the 
General Meetings and prepare and distribute the Disk of the Month. 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Produce and distribute to the general membership a monthly newsletter containing all informa-
tion pertinent to the functioning of SCUG such as minutes of the most recent Executive meet-
ing, Treasurer's financial summary and other items of interest to the membership. 

 

Public Relations Coordinator 

Prepare and place all advertising required by the Executive and will maintain a current list of all 
pertinent media contacts and deadlines.  Currently, the Public Relations Coordinator organizes 
and runs monthly Compuprize draws as delegated by the President. 

 

Review Coordinator 

Acts as a liaison between the supplier and reviewer and insures adherence to the Review 
Guidelines. 

 

Webmaster 

Prepares and maintains SCUG's Website and any associated files and services and is respon-
sible for domain name issues such as renewal and ensuring registration information is up to 
date. 
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A few years ago, Dave Chalk and Mike Agerbo had a TV show about 

computers called “Dave Chalk Computer Show”. Now his co-host Mike 
Mike Agerbo and AJ Vicker have a new show called “Get Connected” 

http://www.getconnectedmedia.com/ 

In Canada, it is on “BNN (Business News Network)”  a few times a 
week, it is also on “Mens TV”  Daily.      

http://www.youtube.com/user/getconnectedtvshow 

Leo Laporte TV shows still on “Tech TV” also 

THE LAST WORD … 

Sony who introduced the world to the 3 ½ " Floppy disk in 1981 and stopped 
production in the US last year announced they will discontinue production in Ja-
pan in March of 2011.  If you really want  more you need to stock up now.   

FROM THE SCUG LIST ... 

Q— I have lots of home movies on VHS and BETA, what do I need to put them 
on DVD ? 

 A— The easiest (not cheapest) way is what I use -- a DVR (digital 
video recorder).  I connect my VCR through it to the TV.  The DVR has 
a hard drive and a DVD burner so I can record to the HD (and edit) or 
direct  to DVDs.  

Q—  I have a desktop and a laptop next to each other, how do I hook  them 
together to talk to each other ? 

A— Network cards in each and CAT5 network cable.  If you also use a router 
(highly recommended), you can use the same cable type as you used to con-
nect your existing network card to your high speed modem  and share the 
broadband internet connection. 

�


