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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE—PIERRE HOULE 
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NEXT S.C.U.G. GENERAL MEETING   
IS ON : 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2010 

BRING A FRIEND WITH YOU 

What is APCUG? The Association of 
Personal Computer User Groups 
(APCUG) is an organization dedicated to 
helping member computer user groups 
succeed. The APCUG helps to foster 
communications by operating as an infor-
mal network between user group organi-
zations and also with companies that pro-
vide computer related and Internet related 
goods and services.  

www.apcug.org  
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President  president@scug.ca 

Pierre Houle 

Shareware  - library@scug.ca 

Bill Colotelo 

Vice President  - vicepresident@scug.ca 

Ian Hunt 

Editor — editor@scug.ca 

Norm Lamoureux 

Treasurer—treasurer@scug.ca  

Ed Ginn 

Public Relations — prc@scug.ca 

John Allingham 

Secretary  - secretary@scug.ca 

Tom Deeprose 

Program Co – ordinator — coordinator@scug.ca  

Dorothy Alexander 

Membership — membership@scug.ca 

Jim Lapointe 

Webmaster—webmaster@scug.ca  

Dick Carpani 

SCUG EXECUTIVE 2009—2010 

HOW & WHY TO JOIN SCUG? 

To join SCUG or to get details about the group, please contact Member-
ship Secretary. 

WHAT DOES SCUG OFFER YOU? 

Each month we have a general meeting wherein a tad of business is con-
ducted, then we have guest presenters on a slew of computer-related top-
ics. Within SCUG there are sub-groups called SIGs, short for Special In-
terest Groups that includes: 

Windows/Computer/Tech presentations. This is where a presentation is 
made on a computer topic and the best part is our Question & Answer 
session. Another sub-group is our most-popular Digital Photography 
group. This is where you learn all about this amazing technology, from 
how to turn your camera on, to editing video clips, to learning new editing 
software, or simply how to take better pictures. 

These groups are included in the $35.00 yearly membership fee. Along 
with that fee you also get a monthly copy of our newsletter: SCUG Report 
- that is filled with reviews, articles, and lots of how-tos. 

Members get to place free “want ads” in SCUG Report and there is no 
limit. At each monthly general meeting our Shareware Librarian demon-
strates a new and FREE program that is available afterwards on the 
SCUG website: www.scug.ca 
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SECRETARY MINUTES 

SCUG Executive Meeting April 5th, 2010 

John sent his regrets  

 
1. Approval Of Minutes of March 1st 2010: Proposed & seconded as accepted as written. 

 2. Membership Input: Jim reported that, as of March 2010 end, membership rose to 97 (66 Members & 31 Associates), 
with one new Member, three Members renewing with zero Associates, and zero new Guests leaving SCUG Guests on 
record to five plus COMP Visitors.  About 51 attendees for the presentation on the Sarnia & Point Edward 911 System.  

It was re-iterated that it is more economical for lapsed members to rejoin as new Members than to hold their membership 
in abeyance in their absence. The number of newsletters for the April GM to be 70 (66 + 4 spares)-NORM                                                              
 3. Vice President's Input: Ian thanked Dorothy for her rapidly generated new guidelines for book reviews to add to the 
ones we already have for software and for her nicely crafted verbal appeal to Members for more recruits for the Review 
Group. One Member volunteered immediately, raising the group to 17. Twenty would be ideal in Dorothy’s opinion. As 
she also stated, only RG members are privy to the list of potential material for review so if Members don’t join they are 
missing out! 

 4. Secretary's Input: Tom-Nothing secretarially or accommodation-wise to report. 

  5.Treasurer's Input: Ed’s financial report was accepted as submitted. The Compuprize budget was pointed out as being 
in good shape and John is to be congratulated on his handling. 

 6. Software Librarian’s Input:  Bill reported March’s DOM would be a program named: What’s Running” which gives 
more info. on systems running in the background than the basic Task Manager. He might also present a second program 
named “Giveaway of the Day”. The problems with the sound system were traced to a short in a minor microphone con-
nector and now all is well!  

 7. Newsletter Editor’s Input: Norm reported that he has several items of interest to put in the NL, but still tries to keep it 
at a maximum of 16 pages. He was assured that, if he thinks they are worthwhile, he could exceed that target. 

8. Program Coordinator’s Input: Dorothy reported that we have 5 pending reviews:1) AKVIS Noise Buster v7.0,  
2)AKVIS Magnifier v.3: Image Resizing, 3)The iPhone Pocket Guide, 4) Scriptin' with JavaScript and Ajax: A Designer's 
Guide  and  5) ProShow Producer 4.1.  Just received: The elusive’ Windows 7-the Missing Manual’ 
Ordered but not received: "Brand Design - Logo Design Love: A Guide to Creating Iconic Brand Identities”  
 Four completed, written up and the company notified: 1)Adobe Photoshop Lightroom 2 by Pierre Houle, 2)Spell Checker 
Plus by Val Conway, 3&4)Windows 7 Plain & Simple &  Windows 7 Step by Step  -both by Bill Colotelo. 
 9. Public Relations Input: Compuprize TBA.  

10. Webmaster's Input: Dick reported normal maintenance. We should encourage Members to ask for links that are of 
interest /important to them. 

11. Meetings:    

April-Pierre is prepared to give the “Presentation in a Box”(PIAB) if we fail to obtain an outside contribution. 

A number of ideas have been listed for future presentations- St. Clair Stereo on integrating computer & TV, something 
on Cell phone/email linkage, Future Shop on Wii (hard to get their interest it seems), someone who is recycling PCs for 
low-income people, an ALC computer teacher (most frequent problems with senior users?), and ergonomics expert to 
discuss computer posture to avoid back problem, etc. As usual, suggestions from the Membership would be most wel-
come. 

12. Old Business: 

The Sarnia Police Service presentation on the 911 system by Kathy Wallace was most informative and of great interest 
to Members, with many and varied questions. Thank you Kathy and Jim for making the contact. 

-A possible source of small prizes was mentioned and needs follow up. PIERRE. 
  
13. New Business: None.  Next Exec. Meeting –Monday, May 3rd 2010 @ 7 p.m. 369 L.Rd 
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Mixing Column Formats On a Page 
 
It is not uncommon to have a document that mixes different column layouts on a single page. For 
instance, let's assume you have a five-page document, and you want to format the center part of 
page two as three columns. You want the rest of the document to remain a single column. To over-
come this formatting challenge, you can follow these steps if you are using Word 97 through Word 
2003: 

1. Select the text that will appear in the columns. 

2. Choose the Columns option from the Format menu. Word displays the Columns dialog box. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. In the Number of Columns field, specify the number of columns you desire. 

4. In the Apply To box, make sure it says Selected Text. 

5. Click on OK. Word places the selected text into its own section and sets it in the number of 
columns you specified. 

If you are using Word 2007, then the steps are a bit different: 

1. Select the text that will appear in the columns. 

2. Choose the Page Layout tab for the ribbon. 

3. In the Page Setup group, click the Columns drop-down list. 

4. Pick the number of columns you want to use for the selected text. 

Copyright © 2010 by Sharon Parq Associates, Inc. Reprinted by permission. Thousands of 
free Microsoft Word tips can be found online at http://word.tips.net. 
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THIS AND THAT 
By Elizabeth B. Wright, Contributor to the Computer Club of Oklahoma City newsletter 
www.ccokc.org, wright599new (at) sbcglobal.net 
 
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG 
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
 
You never know what your program will remember when you close it. 
 
For that reason, if the last file you used in the program happened to be on removable media which 
has been detached from the computer, you might face a real problem the next time you turn on your 
computer. So, before terminating whatever program is using a file located on the removable media, 
CLOSE the file located on that media. Next, still in the program you have been using, locate on your 
internal hard disk any file which that program will recognize. Open it. You don’t have to work on the 
file, just open it and close it so that the last file used by the program was from the hard disk. You 
don't necessarily have to do any editing of the file, but you can re-save it as an added step to help 
the program remember where it found the last opened file, or you can just close it without re-saving 
it. On my C:\ drive I keep a text file created in MS Notepad titled freecell. You guessed it, that is 
where I save a list of the games I have failed to win (in other words, LOST). It isn’t particularly impor-
tant, so if it somehow becomes corrupted or deleted, it can always be replaced with new information. 
This file is easily accessed and opened, after which, for a little added security, I re-save it before 
closing it. 
 
Hopefully this satisfies the computers lust for usable information. I have spent too much time thinking 
a program had taken a permanent dive before remembering that the last work I did before turning off 
the machine was on a file located on a floppy disk, a camera memory card (either in a card reader or 
in the camera itself), or from some other form of removable media no longer accessible by the com-
puter. If a file can no longer be physically accessed, many programs go into an endless loop trying to 
find it, causing your program to appear to be failing. 
 
If you are lucky, using every trick you can think of, you might get the program to respond to a com-
mand to open a file on the hard disk. My all-time-favorite, Paint Shop Pro went to a “White Screen Of 
Death” recently every time I tried to use it. When my brain’s memory kicked in I remembered the last 
thing I had done before closing PSP earlier was to download pictures from my camera’s memory 
card. The memory card had been in a card reader and was removed to put it back in the camera AF-
TER I closed PSP. Downloading the camera photos was the last work I did before closing PSP. 
When next opening the program and getting that “WSOD” (see above), I found that even though 
various messages told me the program was not responding, the mouse would still operate and I was 
able to get “File/Open/ etc. etc.” to open a photo located on my hard drive. Problem solved, at least 
for that incident. 
 
Of course, you can never count on anything happening exactly the same way twice. So 
maybe, instead of “Death” for PSP it should just be “White Screen Of Coma.” But your program 
might just stop working with no change in the screen at all. Quoting one of our knowledgeable mem-
bers, “it all depends” on how the programmers wrote it. 
�
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PROGRAM OF THE MONTH 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY SIG 

WINDOWS SIG 

28 members attended the April Digital SIG. Pierre started the meeting with a few Photoshop 
techniques using Photoshop CS4 and Photoshop Elements 6. He demonstrated how to add 
and subtract elements from photographs using the Transform tool and the Magic Wand tool. 
This was followed by a demonstration of Windows Movie Maker for Windows 7 by Wes Terry-
berry. He gave examples and showed us how easy it is to make an audio-visual presentation 
with your pictures and music. Good job Wes!  
 
The next meeting of the Digital Photography SIG will be Wednesday, May 12th at the ALC. 
Pierre will show basic camera techniques for taking photographs in unusual lighting situa-
tions, particularly beach scenes, indoor back lit portraits, snow scenes to name a few.  

Ian Hunt Presented a Power-
point presentation on keeping 
you computer safe and up to 
date.  23 members attended. 
Discussion and Q&A was good. 

 
The DOM for April is called What's Running.. 
 
This application helps you investigate what applications, processes, services, modules, driv-
ers and IP connections are running on your computer. 
 
www.whatsrunning.net/Download.aspx 
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www.computertutorinc.net 

 
QUESTION: I have just purchased Corel’s Paint Shop Pro X3 and would like to know if it’s possible 
to open it without first seeing the “splash screen?”  
ANSWER:  It is possible to bypass the “splash screen” by following the steps below: 

- Click on File  
 

- From the drop down menu click on Preferences  
 

- Click on General Program Preferences . 
 

When the Preferences dialog box opens click on Miscellaneous  on the left hand column and un-
check “Show splash screen when application starts.”  

 
Your program will now open without the opening the splash screen first. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
QUESTION: I am working on an Excel 2007 worksheet a nd some of my columns are missing. How 
can I find them and why did this happen?  
ANSWER:  Inadvertently you have hidden  the columns in your worksheet but it’s very simple to unhide  
them: 

- Highlight the column before the columns that are missing by clicking on the column letter heading. 
 

- Right Click in the middle of the highlighted area and choose unhide from the drop down list. 
 

- Low and behold the columns that were hidden will reappear.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
QUESTION: I hit an incorrect key and now my word do c is double spaced. Can you tell me what I 
did and how I can change it back to single space?  
ANSWER:  There is a simple shortcut that you can use to change the space size: Click into the section or 
highlight the section that you want to change. Then hold down the CTRL key  and hit either the key num-
bered 1 or 2 . The space between your sentences will change according to your selection. Release the 
CTRL key.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
QUESTION: How can I make a “degree” symbol when I wan t to write 85 degrees?  
ANSWER:  Type the number 85 and hold down the CTRL plus the SHIFT  key and tap the @ key. Re-
lease all and then tap the space bar. This what you will see 85° 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Pamela invites members to e-mail computer-based questions to pamela@computertutorinc.net 
More often than not you will receive and answer within 24 hours. 

�
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About five years ago, I listened to a 

co-worker talking about Linux. I pre-
tended to know what he was talking 
about, and I did, to a point. I knew it was 
an operating system, but not much more 
than that. I was interested, though. He 
suggested that a newbie might do well 
with Red Hat Fedora. But I was a Win-
dows user, and I had no problem using 
it. It did everything I wanted it to, well, 
almost. I had a version of Nero, but it 
stopped working. Oh well, I didn't use it 
much anyhow. And then I found 
CDBurnerXP Pro. It looked a little differ-
ent than Nero, but it worked just fine. 
And it was freeware. This was my intro-
duction to open source software — free 
to use, free to change, distribute, copy, 
free of restrictions, and free of cost. I 
liked that part. 

 

I also remember my son telling me of the 

things he was learning about computers. 
He also talked over my head, but as time  

went by, I read articles and realized, 
“that's what my son was telling me 
about. Now I understand!” That co-
worker talked about learning OpenGL, 
and creating GUI's. That's nice. But was-
n't Linux where you sat at a blank 
screen, typing instructions to make the 
computer do things? In the early days, it 
was. That was back when Windows 3.1, 
and DOS were the 
mainstream. Well, 
Linux matured, 
along with other op-
erating systems, 
most notably, Win-
dows, and Mac OS 
X. But first of all, 
meet “Tux”, the pen-
guin. He's the official 
mascot for all things 
Linux. If you feel adventurous enough to 
depart from the mainstream operating 
systems, you might just grow to love this 
little guy. I did! 

 

So, what is Linux today? More accu-
rately, GNU/Linux is the kernel or 
“engine” under the hood. Linus Torvalds, 
the creator of the Linux kernel, started 
the project just for himself, to do what he 
wanted it to. He was a student at Hel-
sinki University at the time. His code 
base was an off-shoot from Unix. 
Friends were impressed with the kernel, 
and urged him to continue development. 
He did, and now, while he only wrote two 
percent of the modern day kernel, his 
team of developers continue to write 
code, improving the product to meet ever 
changing needs. 

�
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The Linux kernel is really the heart of 

an operating system. But, add in the 
code libraries, some Application Pro-
gramming Interfaces (APIs), a window-
ing client, a desktop environment and 
Graphic User Interfaces (GUIs), and 
“Voila!”. We have our Linux operating 
system. The code for all of this, is differ-
ent from Windows, or Mac OS-X, and 
they are not interchangeable. Most Linux 
operating systems are released under 
the GNU General Public License - free-
ware. 

 

So, should you consider trying a Linux 
distro? Got a spare computer without an 
operating system? Linux is free. Linux 
doesn't get viruses. Virus code doesn't 
execute in Linux. Linux never needs the 
hard drive defragmented. I've never seen 
a defragmentation program for Linux. 
Most desktops look sleek and elegant. 
Linux rarely crashes. Updates aren't 
thrust at you at inopportune times. You 
can leave your computer running for 
months at a time without it slowing down. 
You'll get a browser, an e-mail client, 
music player, movie player, a chat pro-
gram, and office programs. Need a pro-
gram? Go to the software download sec-
tion. Pick and choose from the applica-
tion list. It downloads, installs, and is 
ready to use without rebooting, legally, 
and at no cost. Listen to this radio pro-
motion at 
http://www.heliosinitiative.org/sounds/lin
uxfinal.mp3 

 

 

 

 

 

This screenshot is the desktop of the 
PCLinuxOS distribution, or “distro” 

 

Here's another nice thing about installing 
Linux. If you already have Windows on 
your hard drive, Linux detects it, asks if 
you want to install Linux on a separate 
hard drive partition. Answer yes, and it 
leaves Windows untouched. Try install-
ing Windows with Linux already on the 
hard drive, and Windows wants to wipe 
the hard drive clean and be the only OS. 
You would have to manually partition the 
hard drive and install Windows on the 
new partition. Linux and Windows can 
exist quite nicely on the same hard drive. 
Turn on your computer and choose 
Linux or Windows. 

 

Tell me, and I might remember 10%. 
Show me, and I might remember 50%. 
Let me put my hands on, and I might re-
member 80-90%. A trial is worth a thou-
sand pictures! 
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There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given to  the author and club. 

 

This month let me introduce you to Dan Bilger, a member of SCUG since 
September of 1987. Dan worked for Maher Shoes in Tillsonburg, ON. be-
fore transferring to their London store at the Argyle Mall for six months. He 
then moved to Sarnia in 1971 becoming the manager of the Maher Shoe 
store on Christina Street. Dan decided on a change and worked for the 
Academy of Musical Arts as a salesman for a year.  A few years later he 
made another change when he started working for Maple Leaf Mills on 
January 1st 1973. In 1988 the company was bought out by Cargill Limited. 

He is still there working as Shift Supervisor and Weigh man. 

He was involved in church choirs and community choirs in Tillsonburg and Sarnia but he has retired from 
singing since moving to Petrolia where he and his wife reside. Over the years Dan has been active in 
SCUG. He held the position of president in 1991 and again in 1999 when he shared half of the year, as 
president, with Ann Ashton.  Dan also organized the Graphics SIG from 1997 – 2000.  

Dan became a dedicated blood donor in 1966 when in High School. In 1996 his sister needed a liver 
transplant requiring many pints of blood and he was right there to help. He still donates blood and plans to 
do so as long as he can. In the late 1970’s he started taking night courses in Basic Computer Program-
ming, Electricity & Magnetism and Electronics. In 1983 Cargill’s 1st manual weigh scale became comput-
erized and because of the courses he had taken he was involved in the setup and running of that weigh 
scale. It was an Intel 8080 processor system with programming on eproms. In 1985 the other three weigh 
scales were converted to computer.  

Most of us have hobbies and Dan has several rather unique ones. He collects pins and has a collection of 
over 2000 pins. So what could be more appropriate for his email name than ‘pinguyca’? Dan says that the 
best place to find pins is at yard sales and flea markets. These are also great places to find hames balls 
for making canes which Dan hand carves before attaching the hames ball on top. He also collects old 
cane seated chairs, with the seat broken, which Dan re-canes and refinishes.  

Dan commented that today the best part of his life, besides his wife and children, is the grandkids that 
make him smile and laugh and make life so wonderful. He also claims they keep him feeling young. 

 

f you know someone in SCUG who has HIDDEN TALENTS please contact me at coordina-
tor@scug.ca. 
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FROM THE SCUG LIST… 

 

Q—What program do I use for a Family Tree ? 

A—Question about a program was answered in my First Crooked 
Tree article.  Sept 2008  I listed 4 of the most popular but there isn't  

one program fits all.  I believe Legacy still has an old version that  

is free and of course PAF (Personal Ancestry File) is from the LDS  

and is always free.  I use Family TreeMaker.  There are pros and 
cons to every one. 
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There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given to  the author and club. 

Review old information and return to old websites every year. This is something I have repeated often. I 
hope I don't bore you with my personal story but this exercise has proved so worthwhile for me this 
month I thought I'd share my experience. 

A new possibility in my tree lead me to review my old notes and I decided to plug in one of my names 
into the Rootsweb family tree search. I don't often search these sites since I'm a skeptic when it comes 
to using work that I haven't researched personally. To my surprise I found what looked like my paternal 
line back to the 1500's. I quickly realized it was well documented and sourced and it had a link to a per-
sonal website with many wonderful stories. 

Finds like this although exciting MUST be checked out personally. We cannot simply merge information 
into our database despite what appears to be good sourcing and detail. Source records can be misinter-
preted easily especially in large families that recycle names. Another person's work however can pro-
vide a new outlook and some wonderful clues. The starting point should be with your oldest proven an-
cestor. In my case it my Great Grandfather, Joseph Esty. The found family tree only went as far as 
Jonathan Esty which was the name I was looking for as Joseph's father. If I could prove the link I would 
have a wonderful new resource to lay a path for continued research. I contacted the author and found 
she was actually following a different branch of the same family. I'm very lucky she pursued the collat-
eral lines. From her perspective it helped keep her research clear by giving a place to put all those recy-
cled given names and their documentation helped in finding more about her direct line. 

Luckily this find also spiked interest with my four cousins who had all but given up on finding Joseph's 
father. E-mails started flying back and forth with documents found on updated websites and many lists 
made so we could look at our information in new ways. Although we haven't found that one definitive 
document proving the connection with 100% accuracy, our secondary evidence is extremely strong and 
we have added Jonathan as Joseph's father. We will continue to look for that final source document that 
is out there somewhere in one of the locations we found from all our work on making numerous time-
lines. I will also continue finding the proof for the other ancestors one at a time. 

The luck didn't stop with Joseph. We found the marriage record for his sister Mary, which added one 
more link to Jonathan. Her location answered another nagging question about our connection to the 
town of Leominster, MA where she lived with her family. At this time Joseph and my Great Grandmother 
had three children in Stoneham MA. One was my Grandfather. When their daughter died, they sepa-
rated, sold their house and left town. It seemed strange but before they left town Joseph moved his in-
fant daughter's body to Leominster for burial. Now this reburial makes sense. I can now imagine he did 
this so she would be resting near family. 

While doing this search, I found many new websites and old ones that have amazing updates. Although 
our time has run out for today I will keep them in mind for future articles. 

See you next month under the Crooked Tree. 

 



������ ���������
��������

� �

� �

� �

,����-�.�%���/����%.��0,��������.�,�%�1�

0����������2�3�4 �
��� 2�3�4�"
����25�3�4��
�����
� 6	+�&�
7��8�������2�3�4��
��� 2�3�4�"
����25�3�4��
�����
� 6	+�&�

)���+������
(�4��
�����
�*��
��

�

���
�+8	
6���	+��
+����69�	+
	
��

"�$3"!�3�$!$�

,:�
�����	
��+�;���	+�������(�

��
:�+���&���
���8	
�	:�
�!��*��
��



������!���������
��������

�
Slide and Film Scanning 35 mm. 

High Resolution 

 

Call Pierre for a quote 

Phone : 519—344-1379 

pahoule@sympatico.ca 
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SCUG Disclaimers 

 

1. The viewpoints found inside SCUG Report are not necessarily the views of the SCUG 
Executive nor of the SCUG Membership, only that of the said authors of articles and re-
views. 

2. SCUG accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions in the Newsletter. Advertise-
ments are paid for and should not be considered as endorsements by SCUG . 

3. Advertising in the Newsletter is subject to the approval of the Executive and, if ac-
cepted, will be at the current advertised rate. 

4. There is no restriction against any non-profit group using any article from this newslet-
ter as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given to  the author and club.  
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                   SCUG WILL BE AT  

  HOBBYFEST AGAIN 

SUNDAY , JULY 25, 2010 

10 AM TO 4 PM 

CENTENNIAL PARK 
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