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PRESIDENTôS PERSPECTIVEðPIERRE HOULE 

First of all I would like to wish all of you a safe, joyous and 
prosperous new year. 2009 was a year of recovery for the   
financial sector. In technology, the trend continued to smaller 
and faster with Netbooks, iPhones capable of navigation, 3D 
movies, and Windows 7. 
 
For SCUG it was a year of change with myself becoming presi-
dent again and a shuffle of the executive. Thanks to everyone 
who participates in club activities. Remember this is your club 
and the executive expect everyone to get involved and learn. 
Speaking of membership, we want this club to grow and to 
that end we are once again offering a membership drive. Stay 
tuned for more information.  
 
It is with sadness that I announce that our founding member, 
Jim Verdon has passed away. Jim started this club at his store, 
Verdon Computers two decades ago. He will be missed. 
 
Tonight Joe Black form Digital Friends is back. Joe gave us a 
presentation last season on e-waste recycling which was very 
informative. This time, his topic is Computer Basics as well as a 
Question and Answer session. 
 

Suggestions are welcome for future meeting topics. Please 
contact me with your ideas.  
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SCUG EXECUTIVE 2009ð2010 

HOW & WHY TO JOIN SCUG? 

To join SCUG or to get complete details about the group, please contact our  

Membership Secretary, Jim Lapointe via email: membership@scug.ca 

WHAT DOES SCUG OFFER YOU? 

Each month we have a general meeting wherein a tad of business is conducted, then 
we have guest presenters on a slew of computer-related topics. Within SCUG there 

are sub-groups called SIGs, short for Special Interest Groups that includes: 

Windows/Computer/Tech presentations. This is where a presentation is made on a 
computer topic and the best part is our Question & Answer session. Another sub-
group is our most-popular Digital Photography group. This is where you learn all 
about this amazing technology, from how to turn your camera on, to editing video 

clips, to learning new editing software, or simply how to take  

better pictures. 

These groups are included in the $35.00 yearly membership fee. Along with that fee 
you also get a monthly copy of our newsletter: SCUG Report - that is filled with re-

views, articles, and lots of how-tos. 

Members get to place free ñwant adsò in SCUG Report and there is no limit. At each 
monthly general meeting our Shareware Librarian demonstrates a new and FREE 

program that is available afterwards on the SCUG website: www.scug.ca 

Contact Jim today as we offer much, much more for you. 
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SECRETARY MINUTES 

SCUG Executive Meeting Nov. 30th, 2009 at 369 London Rd.  

 
1. Approval Of Minutes of Nov 2nd 2009: Proposed and seconded and accepted as written. 

 2. Membership Input: Jim reported that, as of Nov. 09 end, membership stood at 92 (63 Members & 29 Associates), with 

one new Member, five Members renewing and zero new Guests, leaving SCUG Guests on record to nine plus six COMP 

Visitors.  

About seventy-five attendees for the presentation by Antony Chodas, the owner of Forest City Imaging, in-
cluding five visitors from the Sarnia Photography Club.  
The number of newsletters for the Jan. GM to be 70 (63 + 7 spares)-NORM                                                               

 3. Vice President's Input: Ian - nothing to report.  

 4. Secretary's Input: Tom -Nothing secretarially or accommodation -wise to report.  

  5.Treasurer's Input: Edôs financial report was accepted as submitted, and he has received no comments on 
his proposed 2009-2010 Budget.  

 6. Software Librarianôs Input:  Bill reported due to problems his original choice for Novemberôs DOM, a pro-
gram named ñSweet Home 3Dò, he substituted an Avery program showing a flexible approach to designing 
labels, t-shirt transfers, business cards etc. If the problems with  ó3Dô can be solved it will be the DOM for the 
Jan. GM.- BILL 

 7. Newsletter Editorõs Input: Norm just reminded us that Jan.15 is the deadline for the Jan. NL. -ALL  

8. Program Coordinatorõs Input: Dorothy reported that we have three reviews due before Jan 2010 end.  

Adobe Photoshop Lightroom 2 Book, AKVIS Noise Buster & Drive Scanner and Registry Booster 2010. We have two items or-

dered but not received as yet, ôWindows 7-The Missing Manualõ & ôSpell Checker Plusõ. On a very positive note, two Members 

approached Dorothy at the Nov. GM and said they were interested in reviewing a program or book. At the moment, eight mem-

bers of the Exec. are on the thirteen person Review Committee. More Membership participation would be very welcome! 

9. Public Relations Input: John reported that the Compuprize for Jan. GM would be the 50/50 Draw with two 
secondary prizes, a switch box and a thumb drive, to ginger it up. Our Compuprize budget is in good shape 
and we should consider dropping the 50/50 for the rest of the season and using the more popular hardware 
prizes. 
10. Webmaster's Input: Dick reported he has everything up to date, plus the usual maintenance.  

11. Meetings:     

Jan- Pierre is working to get St. Clair Stereo on integrating computer & TV.  

Feb-June?? A number of ideas have been listed for future presentations-, something on Cell phone/email 
linkage, Future Shop on Wii (hard to get their interest it seems), someone who is recycling PCs for low-
income people etc. 

 Suggestions from the Membership would be most welcome. 

12. Old Business: 

-Antony Chodasô very entertaining presentation on the technology improvements in cameras, plus a few other 
wider ranging items, was very well received. He had lots of exhibits, including a series of dissected memory 
cards, to show, teach and impress. There were many questions from the Membership, with Antonyôs usual 
enlightenment. 
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13. New Business:  

The Copyright paragraph in the NL was seen to be lacking in compass. It was proposed and ac-
cepted to use the official APCUG wording on this item in the NL in future-NORM 

Do we want coffee re-instituted at the GM break? Pierre will ask the Members at the next GM-
PIERRE 

Norm generously volunteered, with Exec. thanks, to be our new APCUG Representative-NORM 

Pierre will check with Antony Chodas as a potential source of Compuprizes.-PIERRE 

 

 

Next Exec. Meeting ïMonday, Feb.1st 2010 @ 7 p.m. 369 L.Rd  

 

Computer for KIds - Sarnia 

Norm Lamoureux, SCUG 

Do you have old computers that you need to get rid of. 
For the last few month, Doug Peters, a local Sarnia 
resident is helping less fortunate people. Along with 
Staples on London Road, he is fixing up old computers 
and donating them to low income famillies to enjoy.  

"I started this thinking I would do about 20 computes, 
but when the word went out in the papers, I was getting swamped. Staples has made signifi-
cant donations and really helped to get things started. It would have been impossible to do 
more than a few computers without the help from Staples." 

He has a few volunteers to help him clean up the computers and make sure they work, but he 
would like more volunteers to help out. In the future, he would like to take his program to other 
cities to help out also. .  

"The Inn of the Good Shepherd is contributing big as well by taking care of the distribution, and 
the small group of volunteers are repairing the pc's.  It's great working with such motivated peo-
ple for a good cause, Really all I have been doing is to help coordinate a group of dedicated 
people." 

If you would like to donate to the cause, you can take you computers, mouse, keyboards or 
even printers to Staples. For more information, you can phone Doug at 519 491 8715. 
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Registry Booster 2010ðVersion: 4.6.1.19 

Company Information: Uniblue (Microsoft Gold Certified Partner) 

Web information: http://www.liutilities.com/news/media-resources/registrybooster/  

Web to purchase: http://www.liutilities.com/products/registrybooster/    Price: $29.95 

The product can be downloaded and run, but it will tell you of the problems, but not fix them until purchased. 

System Requirements for RegistryBooster 2010  

The web page has lots of help., There is a PDF manual available to download. 

Company Statement: 

 

The Problem  
Have you noticed that the longer you have your computer, the slower it runs and the more it crashes? Often this is be-
cause whenever you install or uninstall software, add or remove hardware, or change your computerôs settings, the Win-
dows registry is updated. These changes can leave the registry fragmented, with obsolete, corrupted and, in some 
cases, harmful files. Over time the registry starts to get bogged down and conflicts emerge. Left unchecked, your system 
will become increasingly unstable, run more slowly and crash more frequently.  

The Solution  

RegistryBooster is the easy answer to all your Windows registry problems. This award winning software starts by con-
ducting a deep scan of your registry, checking for file extension errors and other registry conflicts. RegistryBooster will 
then repair or remove unused, corrupted and harmful files so optimizing your PCôs performance. You can then use regu-
lar scans to keep your registry structured and your PC speeding along at peak efficiency. With RegistryBooster youôll see 
immediate increases in performance and decreases in system conflicts. 

 

Review Registry Booster 2010 ï my experience: 

I was able to easily download, install and run this software.  

I installed the program over the 2009 version. The install process deleted the old version and went well with no prob-
lems. I had run the previous version and so had a ñcleanò registry before running the new version. The new version 
found and corrected: 

· 41 System errors, 153 User related errors, and 0 Third party errors 

Version 2010 shows the estimated severity of the errors it finds. 

This version automatically does a backup of the registry before making any changes. This version also has a ñdefrag 
registryò function. It noted that I had not ever defragged the registry. It did the defrag, but did not show how many 
changes were made. I am not sure if my computer runs any faster or better after having its registry cleaned, but it sup-
posedly will be more stable now. I am sure this is because I already keep my computer in good shape. First time users 
would likely see much better performance. 

This program is very fast to install and run. The run on my desktop took only about 10 minutes to install and run the first 
scan.  Various other companies such as TUCOWS recommend the program.  I think it would be well worthwhile for any-
one who has been having trouble with slow start-ups, crashes, unexpected errors or other problems. 

Dick Carpani 

SCUG member 

 

SCUG REVIEW 
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PROGRAM OF THE MONTH 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY SIG 

WINDOWS SIG 

The January Digital Photography SIG was well attended 
with no seats to spare. Pierre led the meeting with a 
demonstration of an audio-visual slide show program 
called Pictures to Exe. Several features of the program 
were demonstrated including how to add music, setting 
timing and animation effects. This was followed by dis-
cussions on taking lightning pictures and ideas for future 
meetings. 

The next Digital Photography SIG will be held Wednesday, February 10th at the ALC. Meeting 
time is from 7:00 to 8:30 P.M. The topic will be announced.  

January Windows Meeting: 26 attendees Jim LaPointe 
showed us the Sony eReader. Gutenberg has 100,000 
books free after the copyright expires plus 10 years or 
so. Can buy paperbacks for $5. Sony is least expensive 
of the sites. Prices start around $1 and most are $10.  
Schools are putting courses on them.  You can go to the 
last page you were reading, can search for text, can also 
use it as an MP3 player or to store photos.  

Jim showed us examples on the Sony ebookstore and 
gutenberg websites. Jim recommends getting the .pub 
versions when downloading as you can then adjust the 
font size easily. 

3D Design :  

www.freewaredownloadfiles.com/downloadcenter_23.html 

 

This site allows you to design the interior of any and all rooms in a house and shows you  

The finished product in a number of ways. 
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www.computertutorinc.net 

 Pamela Tabak receives numerous computer-related questions via e-mail and during  classroom presentations. She selects those 

she feels are of common interest to most   computer users and forwards them to us for publication. 

 

QUESTION:  I have created a Distribution list in Microsoft Outlook and wish to remove a name. I highlighted the name and clicked 
ƻƴ άŘŜƭŜǘŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛǎǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΦ ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜ Ƴȅ ƭƛǎǘΚ 

ANSWER:  When you need to remove a name from a distribution list in Microsoft Outlook you will need to click on the άǊŜƳƻǾŜέ 
option and not the άŘŜƭŜǘŜέ option. 

 

fig.1 

 

 

As you have already used the άŘŜƭŜǘŜέ option you will need to search for your file. If you find it in the άǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ōƛƴέ you are able to 
άǊŜǎǘƻǊŜέ it to its original location shown in fig.2. If you cannot find the deleted file you will need to make a new Distribution List. 

 

fig.2 
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QUESTION:  How do I remove table borders in Word 2003 so that they do not print? 

ANSWER: To remove borders from the whole table: 

Click in the table 

On the Table menu, point to Select and then click Table 

On the Format menu, click Borders and Shading 

Click the Borders tab 

Under Setting click None 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Pamela invites members to e-mail computer-based questions to computertutor@brcs.org.      More often than not you will receive and 

answer within 24 hours..  

For more info about her book, click on the following link: 

http://www.computertutorinc.net/order.htm   

 

This is a table cell with borders removed  

When this is printed no lines will show  

The APCUG Annual Meeting and Phoenix Regional Conference will be held on 
February 20 and 21, 2010 at the University of Advancing Technology (UAT) in 
Tempe, AZ. Registration opens at 8 am on both Saturday and Sunday at UAT 
and will be available at the Clarion, our host hotel, on Friday evening. We have 
scheduled the Annual Meeting on Saturday morning followed by a Keynote on 
Windows 7 presented by Jay Ferron. We have leadership sessions, how to ses-
sions, product demonstrations and IT Pro track. Sponsors include Microsoft, Ai 
Squared and Magix. We are still adding biography information and presentation 
articles, so check back for the latest. 

The Mini Events include the Linux Install Fest and a Build Your Own Computer 
Event. Please make sure you check the Linux Instruction page if you plan to 
bring a machine and have the Linux OS installed. You must be registered for the 
conference to be eligible for the Build Your Own Computer Event, there is limited 
space available.  

 

http://phoenix.apcug.org/promo.htm 

http://phoenix.apcug.org/Install_reqts.pdf
http://phoenix.apcug.org/Computer_Build_Specs.htm
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This month I am doing something slightly different. I am dedicating this 
column to one of the founders of SCUG, namely Jim Verdon.  

Jimôs life was cut short on December 11, 2009 with his death at the age 
of 66.  Gail, his wife of 44 years, Larry Windsor, and Norm Lamoureux 
two of his close friends and early SCUG members helped me put to-
gether the events of his life. 

Jim was born in Sydney, Nova Scotia in 1943. He moved from there to 
St. Catharines, Ontario before settling in Sarnia, Ontario.  His first job in 
Sarnia was at Sun Oil. From there he went to Keelanôs Furniture Store 
then onto Keelanôs Video where he pursued his interest in computers. It 
was at this point in 1983 that Norm Lamoureux met Jim and through 
their mutual interest in computers became fast friends. Jim moved on 
and worked for Robert Q Airbus then spent two years in the office at the 
Herter Neil Construction Company. He started his own computer busi-
ness at home (on Trudeau Avenue) and in 1986 moved to Wellington 
St., across from the library where the pharmacy is now. Jim purchased 
the former Master Tax house at the corner of Forsyth and Wellington 
Street in 1990 and went full time into the computer business. 

During this time frame Jim was instrumental in starting a computer club. 
In May 1982 he and several others (Bob McCarthy, Ken MacKenzie, and Bob Haufschild) started up what we now 
know as Sarnia Computer Users Group (SCUG).  In the first two years the meetings were very informal.  

As time went on the SCUG general meetings where held first at the Computer Terminal (1982 ï 83) which was on 
London Road in the International plaza. Following this they met at St. Clair High School 1983 - 85 , Alexander 
MacKenzie high school 1985 - 88 (where Bob McCarthy was a teacher), and at the United Way office. Our first SIG 
meeting, the modem group, was held at SCI&TS where Bob Haufschild was a teacher. During the first six or seven 
years the club was based on all computer types but in 1989 it became an IBM compatible computer group.  

Two years after the initial inception, membership records started to be kept. SCUG moved to St. Bartholomewôs 
Church in 1988 where they held their general meetings until 2008. Jim was the first president in 1984 and again 
1986. 

Over the years Jim has helped many members in the club sort out their computer problems and I am sure that he 
will be missed by all. 

In memory of Jim Verdon, the Sarnia Computer Users Group will plant a tree at the McKenzie & Blundy Memorial 
Forest, located at the Wawanosh Wetlands Conservation Area in Sarnia, Ontario sometime in September. The date 
has not yet been established but we will keep you posted in our monthly newsletter so that anyone who wishes can 
come to this dedication. 

 

If you know someone in SCUG who has HIDDEN TALENTS please contact me at coordinator@scug.ca. 
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What is APCUG? The Association of Personal Computer 
User Groups (APCUG) is an organization dedicated to 
helping member computer user groups succeed. The APCUG 
helps to foster communications by operating as an informal 
network between user group organizations and also with 
companies that provide computer related and Internet                                            
related goods and services. The APCUG also assists 

member groups in the fulfillment of their educational missions and activities by sharing 
with officers of member user groups, the knowledge of what it takes for user groups to 
better serve their members. 

www.apcug.org 

 

Thanks to Antony Chodus from London for showing all of his gadgets.  

www.mckittricks.ca  

 

Going to Port Huron, Michigan. Visit our  

computer friends at Computer Operators of  

Marysville and Port Huron , they have several 

meetings during the month.  

www.bwcomp.org  
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The Crooked Tree  

By Val Conway  

 

When is a Brother not a Brother? As language evolves and word meanings change sometimes 
relationships in old documents arenôt what they seem. These meanings have sent many genealo-
gists down the wrong line. 

Today Mr. or Mrs. refers to marital status. However the long form is Master and Mistress and years 
ago these words often referred to the level of standing in the community. Therefore a child of a 
wealthy landlord could be a Master or Mistress. In those days someone with a lesser standing were 
known as Goodman and Goodwife or Goodie.  

Brother, Sister, Mother, Father seem simple since they define a blood relationship today. However, 
our ancestors werenôt as ridged and often used these terms to refer to an in-law or step-relative as 
well as a blood relative.  

The Step and In-Law designation brings more confusion. Modern language denotes our daughter-in-
law is married to our son and our father-in-law is our spouse's father. A stepson is the son of a per-
son who married someone who had a child from a previous marriage. This parent is also known as 
the stepparent. The terms can mean the direct opposite in early times. For example a stepson could 
be a son-in-law or a sonôs mother-in-law could really mean the sonôs stepmother in todayôs lan-
guage. Care must be taken when assessing relationships.  

Spinsters and Relicts are a couple of the first words I discovered as having different meanings. To-
day we think of a spinster, as a woman who is single beyond the normal age of marriage but previ-
ously a spinster was any unmarried woman no matter what her age. The term Spinster is commonly 
found in old marriage records when they refer to the bride. Relict today normally refers to a widow 
but legally it is either surviving spouse. In old obits, Relict refers to either the widow or the widower. 

Sr., Jr., and numbers (i.e. III) may not have signified any blood relationship in the past. The terms 
were used to distinguish among persons of the same name in the same locality, with Sr. being the 
eldest. When the Sr. died the next in line would become the Sr. When there were more than two with 
the same name everyone would be prefixed with a number. When someone died in this case every-
one below would move up a notch.  

Latin, Old French, and Middle English, used a single term for grandson, nephew, and other male de-
scendants and another single term for granddaughter, niece, and other female descendants.  

As our research takes us back a century or more we must look carefully at our family associations. 
Sometimes proving a blood relationship will make it necessary to research everyone with the same 
surname living in the same community. 

 

Join me again next month under the shade of the Crooked Tree. 



Page 12 SCUGñJAN. 2010  

  

  

  

OUR ADVERTISING RATES FOR SCUG REPORT :  

Full page 1x - $30.00 3x - $25.00 6x+ - $20.00 per month  

Half page 1x - $20.00 3x - $15.00 6x+ - $10.00 per month  

Business card $10.00 per year  

 

www.informationsarnialambton.org  

519-542-1949 

Over 700 organizations listed  

Serving the area for over 40 years  
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Slide and Film Scanning 35 mm. 

High Resolution 

 

Call Pierre for a quote 

Phone : 519ð344-1379 

pahoule@sympatico.ca 
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SCUG CALENDAR 2009-2010

 

 

      

MEETING EXECUTIVE DIGITAL WINDOWS GENERAL  

TIMING IN MONTH 1st.Mon.post G.M. 2nd Wednesday 3rd Thursday Last Wednesday  

VENUE 369 London Rd.  ALC ALC ALC  

SEPTEMBER Sept 8th Sept 9th Sept 17th Sept 30th  

OCTOBER Oct 5th Oct 7th Oct 15th Oct 28th  

NOVEMBER Nov 2nd & Nov 30th Nov 11th Nov 19th Nov 25th  

DECEMBER           Dec 9th           -  

JANUARY  Jan 13th Jan 21th Jan 27th  

FEBRUARY Feb 1st Feb 10th Feb 18th Feb 24th  

MARCH Mar 1st Mar 10th Mar 18th Mar 31st  

APRIL Apr 6th(Tuesday)  Apr 7th Apr 15th Apr 28th  

MAY May 3rd & May 31st May 12th May 20th May 26th  

JUNE  June 9th June 17th June 30th  

      

      

 

OUR  S.C.U.G. MEETINGS  

Are held at :  

Esso YMCA Career Centre  

660 Oakdale Ave,  

Sarnia, ON  

 

SCUG Disclaimers 

 

1. The viewpoints found inside SCUG Report are not necessarily the views of the SCUG 
Executive nor of the SCUG Membership, only that of the said authors of articles and re-
views. 

2. SCUG accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions in the Newsletter. Advertise-
ments are paid for and should not be considered as endorsements by SCUG . 

3. Advertising in the Newsletter is subject to the approval of the Executive and, if ac-
cepted, will be at the current advertised rate. 

4. There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this article as long as it is 
kept in context with proper credit given to  the author and club.  

 


