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Computers Do The Darndest Things 

 As a computer repair technician I'm continually surprised by the strange behaviour 
exhibited by computers. I would guess that 75% of the problems are brought on by 
the user. The other 25% are related to poorly written programs and hardware mal-
function. 

What problems does the user bring upon him/her self? Installing questionable soft-
ware, opening questionable e-mails, going to questionable websites like file sharing 
sites, power-clicking (click 20 times when two will do), shutting down the computer 
incorrectly, to name a few. 

How to alleviate user induced problems? Become educated! know the dangers of 
the Internet and learn proper computer use! Education is what this club is all about, 
so take advantage of club resources and learn! 

Tonight, Mitch Garvis, a Microsoft MVP is sharing his knowledge of Windows 7. 
Please welcome him and learn! 
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SCUG EXECUTIVE 2009ð2010 

HOW & WHY TO JOIN SCUG?  

To join SCUG or to get complete details about the group, please contact our  

Membership Secretary, Jim Lapointe via email: membership@scug.ca 

WHAT DOES SCUG OFFER YOU? 

Each month we have a general meeting wherein a tad of business is conducted, then 
we have guest presenters on a slew of computer-related topics. Within SCUG there 

are sub-groups called SIGs, short for Special Interest Groups that includes: 

Windows/Computer/Tech presentations. This is where a presentation is made on a 
computer topic and the best part is our Question & Answer session. Another sub-
group is our most-popular Digital Photography group. This is where you learn all 
about this amazing technology, from how to turn your camera on, to editing video 

clips, to learning new editing software, or simply how to take  

better pictures. 

These groups are included in the $35.00 yearly membership fee. Along with that fee 
you also get a monthly copy of our newsletter: SCUG Report - that is filled with re-

views, articles, and lots of how-tos. 

Members get to place free ñwant adsò in SCUG Report and there is no limit. At each 
monthly general meeting our Shareware Librarian demonstrates a new and FREE 

program that is available afterwards on the SCUG website: www.scug.ca 

Contact Jim today as we offer much, much more for you. 
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SCUG Executive Meeting Oct.5th, 2009 at 369 London Rd. 

Regrets from Dorothy, Ed & John. The Exec. wished both D & E rapid recoveries from their respective sur-
geries. 

 
1. Approval Of Minutes of Sept. 8th 2009: Accepted as written. 

 2. Membership Input: Jim reported that, as of Sept. 09 end, membership stood at 96 (65 Members & 31 
Associates), with one new Member, eight Members and one Associate renewing and three new Guests, 
leaving SCUG Guests on record to four plus six COMP Visitors. About fifty attendees for the presentation by 
Andrew of Datatek.  

The number of newsletters for the Oct GM to be 75 (65 + 10spares)-NORM                                                               

 3. Vice President's Input: Ian said he had nothing at this time  

 4. Secretary's Input: Tom-Nothing secretarially or accommodation wise to report. 

  5.Treasurer's Input: Ed emailed that he will be submitting his current Financial report for publishing in the 
NL. The Budget is due in the first Quarter. -ED 

 6. Software Librarianôs Input:  Bill reported that he has chosen for the DOM a program named ñBook De-
signerò. Which enables one to compile a photographic album, and if required have it published profession-
ally.  

 7. Newsletter Editorôs Input: Norm reported that he was complimented on using full-page width text instead 
of columns.  

8. Program Coordinatorôs Input: Dorothy emailed that we have two just completed with thanks to Bill and 
Bruce Ritchie and three due on schedule and due before year end.  

9. Public Relations Input:  John emailed that the reported that the Compuprize for Oct would be a 50/50 
draw. The already published advertising rates must be used to all requests for quotes-JOHN 

10. Webmaster's Input: Dick reported he has added a fancier new menu plus normal maintenance.  
11. Meetings:     

Oct ï A presentation on Windows 7 and Office 2010 by a Microsoft MVP. Confirmation of the presentation is 
eagerly awaited-NORM  

Nov.- A number of ideas were aired for future presentations-St. Clair Audio on integrating TV & computer, 
something on Cell phone/email linkage, Future Shop on Wii (hard to get their interest it seems), etc. Sug-
gestions from the Membership would be most welcome. 

12. Old Business: 

-Andrewôs presentation on the coming Windows 7 was well received, although briefer than usual, but with 
many questions from the Membership.   

-Bill is studying the sound system and he has high hopes for an imminent improvement- BILL    

13. New Business:  

-The SCUGlist has been less used lately. It has come to notice that some members avoid it, apparently to 
shield their email addresses from being made more public. Tabled for later consideration of a mini-
presentation on its benefits-ALL 

SECRETARY MINUTES 



Page 4 SCUGñOCT.  2009  

PROGRAM OF THE MONTH 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY SIG  

The free October  software is called Book Designer. 

It is another piece of software that allows you to setup a photo album for your pictures. You can 
place a number of pictures on a page and put a short description with each picture. The company 
will gladly put these pictures in a finished album for a price. However the beauty of this software is 
that you can email your creation to your friends without going through the software company 

http://www.photoinpress.ca/  

WINDOWS SIG 

26 members attended the October Digital Photography SIG on October 
7th. Pierre led the discussion with a talk on what makes a great photo-
graph. Several web sites were visited where photos of master photogra-
phers were examined and discussed. Some general rules about compo-
sition were also discussed with examples. It was generally agreed that 

"beauty is in the eye of the beholder" and most "rules" can be broken (and are). The talk con-
cluded with a brief discussion of how the Sarnia Photographic Club judging takes place. 

This was a great meeting with much discussion. The next Digital Photography SIG meeting 
will be Wednesday, November 4th, 7:00 P.M. at the ALC. The topic will be general photo ma-
nipulation using Photoshop Elements 7. 

 

Gloria Johnstone showed us a web site for people over 40 
years of age to talk to one another. The  members are cur-
rently sharing over 17,000 photos, thousands of blogs, 
thousands of songs, and hundreds of videos.  You can cre-

ate your own Web page - no special skills needed! Anyone can have their very own Web 
page in minutes! Invite your friends and family to view photos and blogs you've created. 
You can make new friends and meet people from all over the world. Upload photos to 
your own gallery and share them with friends or the entire planet 

Itôs all FREEé  www.notoverthehill.com 
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Recycle or Reuse Your Old Computer?                                    

Are you having a problem disposing of your old computer or laptop? Here is a solution that has 
worked really well for me and it will give you pleasure as well as help to save our environment. 

Most of my readers know that I am not only dedicated to the computer education of seniors but 
dedicated to the preservation of our delicate planet. With the importance of recycling foremost in 
my mind I thought of an idea that would prevent the pollution that is emitted when computers and 
CRT monitors are stripped and burned on so called recycling facilities. Your old computer or laptop 
can become a feature in your home that will display all your treasured photos in a constant slide-
show and give you and your family hours of pleasure. 

If your old computer is really slow and full of unwanted data you will not mind cleaning it out and 
bringing your old computer back to the state it was on the day it was purchased. This can be done 
by using the Recovery Discs that came with your computer when it was purchased. 

Once you have decided to purchase a new computer or laptop and get rid of your ñold faithfulò you 
will need to transfer all your treasured photos onto an external medium i.e.CD, DVD, Flash Drive or 
External Drive. You may also wish to save some of the important files and folders that you have 
created and you can transfer these to the same external medium to be ready when itôs time to 
transfer them to your new computer or laptop. Of course you may have already made a backup of 
these files and if so you are ready to begin.  

Find all the software that came with your old unit when it was purchased. If you saved the 
ñRecovery Discsò place the first CD in the CD tray of your old computer and turn the computer off. 
When you turn it on again the CD will prompt you to reformat your hard drive and bring it back to 
the state it was when it was purchased using the software contained on the Recovery Disc. The 
procedure is easy. You just need to follow the instructions as they appear on your screen. 

Once your computer looks the same as it did when it was purchased it is time to load all your treas-
ured photos into your ñborn againò computer. Connect the external medium where the photos are 
stored to your old computer and save them in your ñMy Picturesò folder in Windows XP or your 
ñPicturesò folder in Windows Vista. This can be done by ñdraggingò them into the ñPicturesò folder 
one by one or as a group. If you need more information on this procedure please contact me. 

When you have transferred all the pictures itôs time to turn on the slideshow; you can add more pic-
tures at anytime to bring your photo album up to date. There is plenty of room on your old com-
puter now that it has been cleaned out. Right click in a space on your desktop; there will be a great 
deal of space now that your computer is ñlean and clean.ò  

For Windows XP :  Click on PROPERTIES and then on SCREENSAVER. Set the SCREENSAVER 
to MY PICTURES SLIDESHOW and set the WAIT TIME to one minute. 
For Windows Vista : click on PERSONALIZE then SCREENSAVER. Set the SCREENSAVER to 
PHOTOS and set the WAIT TIME to one minute.  

 

 

www.computertutorinc.net  
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Place your old computer or laptop on a table where the slideshow can be enjoyed by all and turn 
it on. After one minute the slideshow will begin. No need for an internet connection so it doesnôt 
even need security software. Itôs just a very special PHOTO ALBUM that can be enjoyed 24 hours 
a day. You will be surprised how many photos you can load in place of all those files and folders 
that you deleted. It will also be a treasured memory for your family especially if you can add some 
of the photos of your ancestors and name and date the photos before loading. It will be just like a 
FAMILY TREE. 

When you change your old computer into a PHOTO ALBUM you can feel very satisfied knowing 
that you not only have added an interesting and enjoyable feature to your home but you have also 
helped to preserve the health of our delicate planet and all its inhabitants. 

ñPamela Tabak receives numerous computer-related questions via e -mail and during 
classroom presentations. She selects those she feels are of common interest to most 

computer users and forwards them to us for publication in this newsletter. ñ 

 

For more info about her book, click on the following link: 

http://www.computertutorinc.net/order.htm   
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This month my Hidden Talent candidate is Bill Colotelo.Bill has 
been a member of SCUG for the past eight years.  During these 
years he served as an executive for five. He currently is your 
Shareware Librarian. 

 

Although born in Sarnia, his parents moved to a farm near Man-
daumin in 1931 where Bill resided until he joined the RCAF in 
1950. Going to Public School meant walking 11/2 miles each 
way and it was unheard of to have a school closing because of 
fog, rain or too much snow. High School was another matter as 
there was no such thing as a school bus. Thus anyone wanting 
to go to High School had to find their own way. This meant find-

ing someone and paying them usually about a $1 a week. With four in the family going this was 
$4 per week and that was a lot of money during the depression years. 

 

After graduating from SCI&TS Bill worked for a short time as an electrician with Comstock con-
verting Sarnia from 25 cycles to 60 cycle power. This was followed with a short stay with Imperial 
Oil until he was accepted for aircrew training with the RCAF.  After about 11/2 year of training, Bill 
joined 405 Sqn. in Greenwood NS as a squadron navigator. 

 

Flying for 8 to 12 hours in a WW 2 Lancaster bomber was an experience on to itself. The noise 
level was about 95dbs and after a 12 hour trip it took about 12 hours before you could hear prop-
erly. Ear protectors were unheard of until sometimes in the 60s.A lot of his flying was over the At-
lantic looking for Russian submarines. However, search and rescue was always an issue looking 
for lost fishermen, lost flyers or other items. Flying in the high Arctic, as far as the North Pole was 
encountered a few times sniffing the air with exotic equipment to gather atomic particles from 
Russiaôs atomic bomb experiments. Again no particular clothing or other pieces of safety clothing 
was available to any aircrew. In his career with the RCAF, Bill flew a total of 19 aircraft. These in-
cluded aircraft such as the CF-100 Night Interceptor, T-33 Trainer, CH-113 Helicopter, US Libera-
tor, British Shackelton, and Avro Lancaster. 
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One of his most memorable flights was the dropping of the new Canadian Flag over the North 
Pole. This occurred without fanfare or political interference in early 1965. Other experiences such 
as nearly landing in Cuba at the wrong airport, broken 3000 pound pressure hydraulic lines over 
the mid Atlantic or engines that wanted to quit etc, although not an every day occurrence, were all 
part of the job. On the more positive side was being able, on a cold dreary day in February, to get 
in a jet, fly to about 40000 feet and bask in the sun for an hour or so. Unfortunately when landing 
occurred the weather hadnôt improved on the ground. 

It was during his stay with the RCAF that Bill was able to take some University courses and night 
school to obtain his diploma in Business Administration.  After 25 years with the RCAF, Bill retired 
to his second career as an auditor with the Federal Government. First for about three years with 
the Department of Manpower and Immigration and then for another 12 with Transport Canada. 
Here he retired as the Director of Audit. 

Although the Auditor General of Canada carries out audits from time to time on all Departments, 
each Department has its own audit group that is supposed to catch things that may be embar-
rassing both to the Department and the Federal Government. This does not happen all the time 
according to the Auditor General. 

Following the day after the Air India disaster, Bill headed a group of auditors to Vancouver Airport 
with the instructions to report directly to the Deputy Minister within a few days on the security 
situation at the Airport. A similar group of auditors were also sent to Toronto and Mirabel Airport in 
Quebec. Following these audits all airports in Canada were subjected to a security audit. Bill 
states that the results were interesting to say the least. 

Forty years with the Federal Government was enough for Bill and he retired to his home in Ottawa 
until 1991 when he and his wife moved back to Sarnia. They both spent their winters in Florida for 
many years but now have accepted the Sarnia winters as a fact of life. Visits from their four chil-
dren, who all live in the Ottawa Valley, playing golf, being involved with SCUG, and somewhat 
with photography now occupy most of his time. He also enjoys reading, but not technical journals 
and books as he says he had enough of this while with the RCAF and as an Auditor with the Fed-
eral Government. 

If you know someone in SCUG who has HIDDEN TALENTS please contact me  

at coordinator@scug.ca. 

 

SCUG needs YOU  

We need new ideas, new ways of doing presentations, new SIGs, and  

we need your help. Call or email an executive with an idea that you 
would like to see materialize into a new SCUG feature. We need your 

input.  Please email us today...thanks.  

editor@scug.ca  
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Download and run the Upgrade Advisor  

In general, if your PC can run Windows Vista, it can run Windows 7. But if 
you're not running Windows Vista, or are just not sure if your system is 
ready to run Windows 7, there's a quick way to do a simple check. 

Just download, install, and run the Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor Beta. 
You'll get a report telling you if your PC can run Windows 7 and if there 
are any known compatibility issues. If an issue can be resolved, you'll get 
suggestions for next steps. For example, it may let you know that you 
need an updated driver for your printer and where to get it. 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/get/upgrade-advisor.aspx 

What is APCUG? The Association of Personal Computer 
User Groups (APCUG) is an organization dedicated to 
helping member computer user groups succeed. The 
APCUG helps to foster communications by operating as 
an informal network between user group organizations 
and also with companies that provide computer related 
and Internet related goods and services. The APCUG 

also assists member groups in the fulfillment of their educational missions and 
activities by sharing with officers of member user groups, the knowledge of what it 
takes for user groups to better serve their members. 

www.apcug.org 

 

 

Thank you to Andrew 
Swanstrom from Datatek  
for showing us  details of 

Windows 7 at our meeting 
in September. 
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Windows Vista ðThe Missing Manual  

By Greg West 

David Pogue 

Published by OôReilly Media Inc., ISBN-13: 978-0-596-52827-0 

Pages: 827, USA: $34.99 / CDA: $45.99; missingmanuals.com 

This book is designed for basic users to advanced users and eve-
ryone in between. If you want to learn everything about Vista, the 
easy-to-follow way, this book is the one. This book gets high 
marks for the very extensive, and easy to use, 23 page index. 
Finding what you need to know in a hurry is fast and easy. 

The layout of the book has a nice a bluish tinge to the sidebars 
and screenshots that make reading and scanning a pleasant journey. Throughout the 8 Parts of 
this book you go from learning all about the desktop, software and how to work and surf online, 
securely. Backing up and troubleshooting your computer is set in an easy step-by-step guideline 
that explains the entire process, both the how and the why. These 8 parts take you on a journey, 
from learning about the Desktop to ñThe Vista Networkò, especially since more homes are getting 
into networking computers and peripherals. 

For first time users, this book utilizes sidebars that are named: "Up To Speed". This aids the be-
ginners in becoming more familiar with the operating system while moving along with the 
ñadvanced-beginnerò. Here is where the information is explained in easy-to-learn language. Ad-
vanced 

users will find boxes named: "Power Users' Clinic". This is where anyone can get quick tips to 
make their computer experience run smooth. It is also a great spot for the newbieôs to peek in on 
to see what is available at a higher level. 

To set up your own "Media Center" at home is made easy in chapter 16. It starts out by giving 
you the "gear" list of things you need to begin. In here you will learn how to hook up your TV and 
record shows, fine tune music selections and work with both photo and video software. 

Once you are well into the book you can learn how to set up your own Virtual Private Network 
(VPN) which many home users are now doing. You will love this section. 

If you ever need to reformat your computer, this book, in its' "Appendix A" section: "Installing 
Windows Vista" gives you a simplified instructions, with photos, on how to perform this function. 
This is a  section, not only for newbieôs before they call the service tech, but a great refresher for 
everyone at any level. 

Simply put: Pogue does it again with Windows Vista, The Missing Manual. I highly recommend 
this book for all users as a learning tool, as a quick reference guide, and something to use before 
you call a service technician or a computer tutor. Take yourself to the next level and get a copy 
of  this book. 

SCUG REVIEW 
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SpeedUpMyPC 2009  

 

Company Information: Uniblue (Microsoft Gold Certified Partner) 

Web: http://www.uniblue.com  

Price: I do not really know. The review copy was free. A non-registered copy can be downloaded 
ï it will do scans and reports but does not make any corrections. 

 

Minimum System Requirements: 
Intel Pentium 3 400MHz or Equivalent, Minimum 128MB RAM, 200MB free hard disk space 
Windows XP / Vista (32-bit), Net Framework 3.5 

Support: 

The web page has lots of help. There is a PDF manual available to download. 

Company Statement: 

ñSpeedUpMyPC 2009- will tune your computer and optimize its performance with a few simple 
clicks. The perfect solution for a slow PC!ò 

SpeedUpMyPC 2009 ï my experience first run Found: 

Junk Files: 317, Privacy files: 5,079, Network Tweaks: 10, Windows Tweaks: 13 

Startup Tweaks: 18 

I let SpeedUpMyPC fix everything it found. I am not sure what the ñPrivacy Filesò were, but about 
4,000 of them were zero size. It put everything it deleted into the recycle bin, so if any useful ones 
had been deleted they were easily recovered. I did not have to recover any. 

I have had it installed for 2 days now. It is hard to know if my PC is running faster, but it is cer-
tainly not slower! Based on the many fixes it did it would seem that is did certainly help. 

This program is very fast to install and run. The run on my desktop took only about 10 minutes to 
install and run the first scan. This included actually running it twice, the second time after doing 
the registration. 

There are many settings such as whether or not it checks for update, whether it runs on startup, 
etc. 

Various other companies such as TUCOWS recommend the program.  

I think it would be well worthwhile for anyone who has been having trouble with slow start-ups, 
unexpected errors or other problems. 

 

Dick Carpani 

SCUG REVIEW 




