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SCUG MEETING

St. Bartholomew's Church
718 Cathcart Blvd.
Sarnia, Ont.

Last Wednesday of the month
7:00 p.m. social time
7:30 p.m. call to order

Next Meeting
September 29, 2004

PRESIDENT'S PERSPECTIVE

by Pierre Houle

“A Sneak SCUG Preview
for the Fall Meetings”

...Please drop by at Hobbyfest on July 18th.

It's the end of another SCUG season. | hope you have found the
various meetings worthwhile. The executive have worked ha
throughout the year to run the club in an efficient manner, and
give the membership their money’s worth. Here are a few topi
we are working on for next year: A demonstration of Photosh
CS, Ebtech will give a talk, someone will demonstrate the maki
of a Video CD.

\14

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every ong
of you for your help, because each of you has helped in soqu:

(¢

way, however small. Remember, this is your club, and it's up
each of you to guide SCUG. We have had record numbers o
meetings, so we must be doing something right!

(@)

That said, it's always disappointing to see no participation in th
executive elections. Several of you will have to step forward, &
there should be a regular influx of new blood every year or s§.
Otherwise, we will stagnate. Something to think about.

\1*4

Tonight, Scott Elliott will start a discussion on the pros and cong
of computer repair. He will be asking for your experiences, an
what to ask before you hand your PC over to a stranger, or |pt
them into your home.

-y

Have a happy and safe summer. Remember to practice safe cgm-
puting! Please remember to visit us at the Hobbyfest July 18thpt
Centennial Park. We are still looking for volunteers!

="

Please do not forget Hobbyfest July 18th
Please come out and support your club.
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) product and that despite the current glitch we would be
Your Secretary S going back to them for June's Newsletter after getting

Notes their assurance that their problem was fixed.
by Tom Deeprose _ o
secretary@scug.ca 8. Webpage progresdain reported the continuing

problem of many international hits but a low local count.

SCUG Executive MeetingMay 3151104 at St wie o2 SWapping and establising moreinks on our

James' Church, 140 Lansdowne Rd. North. Pierre,

Dorothy, and Bill sent regrets. Vice President lain chairedprogram Co-coordinatorBill wrote that ten reviews

the Meeting. have been completed and published to date with one
, review (MailWasher) Pro 4.0) to be completed and

1. Membership Report Val reported that, as of to- pyblished in the June Newsletter. Two other reviews

day, membership stood at 89 Members and 44 Assqgkre initiated but abandoned because of a lack of sup-

ates, with three Member renewals, one new Memh&srt from the software company. No other reviews are
and one lapsed Member. Attendance at the last meeiaghg carried out at this time. On accommodations, the

was 47, markedly lower than usual, probably an art&atus quo seems to be holding.
fact of the improved weather. Newsletters - it was de-
cided that 100 would be sufficient for the last meeting @0, Promotions. Norm listed what is left of our

the season. compuprizes.

, ) . ) 1 OPP Hat, 4 packs of paper, MS Works 7.0 M.L.A. 2
2. Vice President's Input:lain - plans to put out a game, 25 blank CDs, Brother Food Labeller, 2 Organ-
tantalizing e-mail " Meet Your New Executive!" to enyzers, 20 Top Ten Games, MS keyboard, Briefcase, MS
courage attendance and participation in our electi@fbuse. It was decided to decrease the inventory of
meeting. ageing type prizes and keep back only the continuingly

_useful such as the CDs and paper for next season.
3. Secretary's Input.Tom - A very late developing

computer problem at our new printer necessitated pfizes for the June meeting,
emergency and expensive alternate jobber for the Newsms Keyboard and MS Mouse

letter. 2. OPP Hat, Labeller, and Organizer
, , , . 3. Organizer and MS Works 7.0
4. Treasurer's Report. Dorothy's current financial 4. |t was further decided to hand out the 20 games disks

statement was accepted on the understanding that a®the first twenty members to pick up their Newsletters
mula glitch in the new software be corrected. A pogtom to handle)

meeting issue confirmed this.

, 11. New BusinesCupboard inventory to be arranged

5. Software Library Report. Dan reported that the for after season end. Pierre and Norm will ask for vol-
low turnout led to only 38 CDs being exchanged plugteer help from the exec. It was decided that the Aug
one utility CD. Disk of the Month for June will be” Three3o meeting would suffice to start the new season and
Games Suitable For a Leisurely Summer”. The CD fgiat an extra Exec Meeting was not needed and an end
this season will now be closed and we will open a neyfyear statement from Dorothy at June end, to be e-
one in September. mailed to the Exec. would be sufficient. Pierre or del-

) . egate will appeal for volunteers for Hobbyfest July 18.
6. Meeting Program The feedback on Erik's presenstart up crew 9-10 am and 2-hour shifts from 10 -4
tation was generally positive as it was felt that it em. We could also troll the members for ideas on how
posed our members to yet one more facet of compuigmake it more attractive for passers-by to stop. l.e. a
technology. Confirmed for June - Scott Elliott on " Whafraw for the MIA Game or some other gimmick.
to look out for with Home Computer Repair'. Copies
of last month's Newsletters were given to Digital Friends. Old BusinessBuying equipment kit for SIGs. To
In the pipeline-Inkjet island - Avolution Multimedia - pe left to the new season's budget.
Computer Animation? Photoshop CS Demonstration -
Jim Greenshields - Sept - EBtech - - Nerds? EMAILADDRESS CHANGE?

If you have a new Email address please

7. Newsletter Editor. Greg said, regarding the new  forward it to Val(membership@scug.ca)

printer, that we had been happy with the firsttwo months ~ This is the only way to receive prompt
SCUG reports and news.

3
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RECORD NUMBERS FOR SCUG

MEMBERSHIP REPORT Stats as of April 30
2004
89 Members + 44 Associates = 133 Membe

New Members
Renewals....3 Members + 0 Associates Laps
Memberships

Total Meeting Attendance

1 Members + Associatg

Welcome Back Renewals:

Dawn & Eric Shepherd,
John & Barbara Mclntyre,
Phillip & Lucille Burness,
Vic Sterry,
Gary Shrigley,and Ginny Massey.

Compuprize Winners
Here are the winners of the May Draw

Winners are Ginny Massey won the CD's,
paper and Virus Checker from Microsoft.
Herb Schwartz for Wireless Card from
lan S. and OPP Hat.

June 2004

SHAREWARE
CD

SCUG Librarian

Dan Bilger
library@scug.ca

hile away thos rainy days when you would love {
ut mowing your lawn or tending our garden.

AST PROGRAMS ON YOUR CD

ay: SpeeDefrag (for defraging your Hard Drive)
oogle Toolbar.

hange color of folders.

hat supports .mid, mp3, .wav, and more.

his month, on the CD, you will find:Several games to

o be

and

pril: Rainbow Folders (RF) is an easy program to

arch: "Juke" an audio and video player for Windpws

ebruary: "PIXresizer" isa photo resizing programjand

he game "Sokoban".

anuary: "GIMP" This is a GNU Image Manipulati
rogram from the GNU/Linux world.
ovember:"Christmas 2003" some Christmas fur]
tuff.
ctober: "CD Roller" a powerful, easy to use, ang

owcost toolset for CD data recovery.
eptember:"Open Office” a complete office suite
rogram that is freeware.

ext month bring the CD back with you and exch

t for another CD with a new program loaded on i,
epeat this procedure each month. If you forget {o

ring your CD back next month you can get anotf
D for the nominal price of $1.00.

his meeting it's June. This CD will contain the enti
ear of the SCUG SHAREWARE LIBRARY progra

on-members can purchase a CD for only $2.00,
ver, when you do become a SCUG member you
hen receive the full CD included with the price of
our membership. Utility Disks - $1.00 each diske
potlight on Shareware

here is a link on SCUG's www.scug.ca where Y
an download any of the programs that were liste
he Spotlight on Shareware in pastissues of this |
etter.

Go to the SCUG website under:
"Other Areas -DOWNLOADS"

J

n

Ange

er

lease Note: Ta-Da, you keep the CD that you get at

e
ns.

how-
will

tte
DU

din
\ews-
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SIG REPORTS

o
=

Genealogy SIG

Kathy Witheridge
genealogy@scug.ca

Kathy will be back in September!!!

June 2004

ing presentations. This has worked fairly well, but lan
indicated he doesn't have time to lead the group, or be
moderator. He will stay on if no one else is found. Pierre
indicated he is too busy with other SCUG functions to
run every meeting.

No one else volunteered to be leader, so it was left as
is. It was indicated that some members or past guests
may be interested in leading, and this will be pursued
during the summer. Val indicated that the group could
continue if members volunteer to do topics, which they
are familiar with. Rich Dolby volunteered to do one
meeting on making digital slide shows. Hopefully others
will come forward.

The next meeting will b8eptember 1stReminders
will sent out.

lan Campbell
digitalsig@scug.ca

Windows SIG

Pierre Houle
windows@scug.ca

Seventeen people attended the June Digital Photo
phy SIG. Pierre started the meeting by finishing the t
from last month on Camera Exposure. The notes &g

posted on the website.

In the second portion of the meeting, members askfgetx.ll
guestions pertaining to digital imaging. Thanks to eve
one that participated. It is apparent that some mem
know a great deal about photography, and are willing to

share their expertise.

There was then a discussion concertr
future topics. It was agreed that we wo
all like to see each others photographs,
lain Smy has generously agreed to se
a portion of the website for posting a
viewing member's digital creations. So
rules were suggested, and these wil
posted on the site. Some members wa
a monthly contest, and we agreed to
cuss this at future meetings.

As is customary, at the last SIG meeting or

the season, the group chooses a leader for the following
season. This group doesn't have a leader per se.

past season, lan Campbell had agreed to be "mod
tor" for the group, and it was hoped that enough mery
bers or guests would step forward to share in the mee

b

Thirty-Four people attended the June Windows SIG,

9tluding one Grace member. The program was left as

open discussion. Pierre started with a few Windows
tips, one of which concerned the "Last Know Good"
option, and how to use it. This was followed by quite a
guestions, with most of the group contributing. For
ore complete listing of the various topics discussed,

'?ease refer to the club website under "Topics/Windows

5" and "Topics/Windows SIG Notes".

A cheque was donated to the Grace
janitor to show the club's appreciation.
Ted West accepted the $25 check on
his behalf. Thanks again to Ted who
has been there every month to unlock
the church, and make sure we have
everything we need.

Leadership of the group was dis-
cussed. Pierre offered to continue as
leader, and was accepted. He has been
Windows group leader since joining the
club in 1996/97, and enjoys helping
people understand computers.

TR next Windows meeting will be September 16th,
€50 P.M., at Grace United Church. The topic will be

gnounced by e-mail and the website over the summer.
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SARNIA COMPUTER USERS’ GROUP
FINANCIAL SUMMARY
as of May 31, 2004

Sorry, this section is for members of SCUG only.

Many Reasons to be a SCUG Member

* Special Interest Groups * Meeting Cancellation Notification
* S.C.U.G. REPORT * Local Discounts

* Want Ad * Earn 1 Month Free Membership

* Paid Advertising * Join in on Software Reveiws

* Disk of the Month * Executive Postions

* Utility Disks (Set of 2 Disks) * E-mail Reminders

*

Members Only Web Pages * Special E-Mails
FOR FULL INFORMATION ON SCUG BENEFITS SEE www.scug.ca

SCUG MEMBERS SAVE- UP TO $60 AT EBTech

EBTech offers up to $5/month discount to SCUG Members!

* Contact Val Conway (membership@scug.ca) to be on the EBTech Discount List.
* With your next EBTech renewal, simply identify yourself as a SCUG Member
*Val notifies EBTech of eligible members so no further proof of identification is required.

10 hours per month - $10 per month ($2.00 per additional hour)
SCUG members save on 6 & 12 month packages
100 hours per month - $20 per month ($1.00 per additional hour)
SCUG members save $5 per month

* Upgrade your existing account and you can apply the discount immediately!
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to download the program in a matter of minutes. Skype
TID BITS has been featured in this month’s PC World. The com-
Collected by pany says that “The technology is extremely advanced

Greg West - SCUG Editor

— but super simple to use... You'll be making free phone
calls to your friends in no time!” PC World says that
Skype’s “audio quality at dial-up speeds is impressive,
and it's even better when you're talking over a high-
speed connection.”

Features of Skype:

- Free unlimited worldwide phone calls to other Skype
users

- Superior sound quality — better than your regular
phone

- Works with all firewall, NAT and routers — nothing to
configure!

SCUG is a member of Association of Personjal - Friends list shows you when your Skype friends are
Computer User Groups, and one of the benejitsonline and ready to talk or chat

we get from APCUG; members of other groups - Super-simple and easy to use and your calls are
and APCUG executive members write articlgs. encrypted “end-to-end” for superior privacy.
Judy Taylor is an executive member of APCUYG Digital Photography and More

and is the one who sends out monthly artic S A ith th digital . b
for printing in club newsletters. Judy is also tHe ~ONg With that new digital camera you are going to buy
President, Editor, Santa Clarita Valley P this summer, if you have any cash left over, you may just
Group. This month something new is now ¢f- Want to jump into the world of lap-topping to work
fered from the editorial pages...APCUG has sdnt With those pictures while camping. Even if you don't,
out various Tid Bits from members of other cot- YOU will always find the world of shortcuts interesting
puter clubs. So this month SCUG would like o 21d most helpful. 1 for one have been working on
present these bits of information and hope tH{at d€mousing myseif from thatlittle rodent which is useless
you enjoy this new forum. We look forward fo while using a laptop during a field trip, or while in a
Letters to the Editor, regarding these Tif Canoe LOL. Here are some excellentgtesto check out
Bits...and of course, if you have any yourself tat {0 help you demouse from PC World's Contributing
you may have been hoarding, well this is the E?tlto_rll_/lncoln Spector: d Thowto/article/
place to share them. Please email your Tid Bfs, 4 'Fc)l'lovg%\év'ﬂecwo(r)o -com/howto/article
or interesting web sites to: editor@scug.ca ald, »{K,MCX,VV.asp

p S * For Internet Explorer , see Microsoft's "Keyboard
11 )
Say “No More Bills” to Ma Belll! Shortcuts for Internet Explorer 6": http://

“You often don't have to type "www." to call up a Welyww. microsoft.com/enable/products/keyboard/

"www.amazon.com".” PC World Contributing Editor

James A. Martin. * For Word , see "Keyboard Shortcuts for Word 2002":

. http://mwww.microsoft.com/enable/products/keyboard/
Beware of Norton Internet Security 2004 products beeyhoardresults.asp?Product=23

cause according to PC World there is a glitch in the pro-

For a and update patch go to (http:/$p02": hitp://www.microsoft.com/enable/products/

docid/1999121613163206)

. . * For Excel, see "Keyboard Shortcuts for Excel 2002":
Have an aunt or uncle, parents or children who live oy /ammmw. microsoft.com/enable/products/keyboard/
side of your calling area that you are paying a fortune i@ty hoardresults.asp?Product=25
long distant telephone calls? Why? Now you can ca

7
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Support for over 50 speech synthesizers and 40 Braille displays.
Greater PDF support. Other features include: Breakthrough support
for Macromedia Flash

Full command prompt support for Windows 2000 and XP, Enhanced
Internet support including instantaneous web page loading and
support for Microsoft Internet Explorer 6 (For more see: http:/

In this very fast-paced society we utilize the Internet with relatiyigw accessingenuity.com/Product%20PagesMindoweyes.htm)
ease, collect our emails from home and at wireless ports throughout

the world. All of this is done with a desktop, laptop, or a Palm Pilaigcent SA Hardware Synthesizer

and of course many now are getting their emails and stock pri, - L . , _—
directly from their digital cell phones. But this is not the case for E Centis atext-to-speech synthesizer with unlimited vocabuiary

Erik Burggraaf
SCUG Member
by Greg West

Burggraaf, a SCUG member—amemberwho s visually impai
No, for Erik the world of computersis one that most of us will ne
fully understand or come to appreciate, as we don't have to taki
dark journeys through the world of computers; certainly notthe r

ability and many features in five models. All models employ the
indard Accent text-processor which speaks in two modes; text

spell. Speechrate is from 60 to 850 words per minute. The IBM
'een Reader supports Accent-SA, Laptop, MC, PC; check with
vendor for installation and technical support.

Erik takes each day. (Formore see: http:/polio.dyndns.org/chiphvss htm)

Erik as well as technology, have come a long way since he figst ille Lite M20 | digital assi
began tinkering with compuiters. Erik says, “My firstreal computgFale Lite M20 personal digital assistant

exposure was the apple 2E with doss 3.3 backin 1987 or there dkailie and speech notetaker. Braille Lite M20 includes a 56K
[and] | graduated to the PC in 1994.” Erik didn't stop there asff@dem, email capabilities, word processing and quick one key-
“moved to windows in 1999, and was able to get a laptop systee@mmands. Switch instantly from the Braille display to your PC
Erik, a college graduate, obtained a diploma in Computer Systéoutlosing your place. The M20 comes withan adjustable speech
Technician at Lambton College also has many other compugithesizer and boasts virtually uniimited storage capacity with a
related achievements and “took courses in web design, CiSegDisk CompactFlash card. With the addition of our exclusive
networking, Windows 2000 server, object oriented and procediéiiz Wheel, you canrapidly scroll through documents with ease.
programming, lotus notes and visual basic, Novel administrati€rpr more see: http:/Avww.visuaide.com/bim20.htmi)

math and technical business English, as well as some other minor .

courses not directly Kurzweil 1000

computer related.” Kurzweil 1000 is scanning and reading

software that makes printed or electronic text
accessible to people who are blind or have
limited vision. Itis the direct descendent of the
firstreading machine for the blind invented by
Ray Kurzweilin 1976. Using Optical Character
Recognition and Text to Speech technology
combined with a unique audible user interface,
Kurzweil 1000 converts the printed word into

- speech. Users can scan in books, articles, bills,

For those like Erik the
computer world has opené
up with new technology t
assist him to utilize his
computer to send an
receive emails

Messenger, and even E _ _
can now design web pag x‘\ and advertisements - almost anything that fits
Last month SCUG hadt . = onascanner.

rare opportunity to get
small glimpse of what it i
like to not see what is off | |; .

your computer screenarliSome of the equip
successfully operate many

-

of its programs. Erik was kind enough to return once again and g
SCUG members demonstration of what itis like to be blind a

2

operate a computer. Erik demonstrated some of his program
he must have, such as:

Window-Eyes Screen Access

The Internet has put the entire world into the hands of anyone wi
computer and amodem.

Window-Eyes gives you total control over what you hear and h
you hearit.

8

0

(for more see: http:/Aww.kurzweiledu.com/
products_k1000.asp)

. |
ment Erik demonstrated.

Erik explains SAPI and further problems: “Microsoft speech API
Natextto speech library used by programs like window-eyes and
00. SAPI s the basis for all of the best software speech en-
s which use a sound card to produce speech output, and it can
make all of the best hardware synthesizers virtually plug and play.
Of course, should it crash, the link between your screen reader and
%%Ir synth gose cablooey. As you can see from the demonstration,

systems are complex and there are lots of places where things
cangoamiss.”

Brevious article see February’s SCUG Report p.14.
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. ing information from the computer, but many spyware
F Get Rid of Spyware programs utilize known security weaknesses, and other

and vulnerabilities in our operating systems. Contemporary

Popups thought is that we all need a good anti-spyware pro-

i i ) gram properly installed, configured, and updated, every
“ By Ira Wilsker bit as much as we need updated antivirus software and

APCUG Board of Advisors (2nd term); Past afirewall on our computers.
President, Past Vice President Golden Triangle _ _
PC Club Presenter on CyberCrime at Spring gnd One of the top rated anti-spyware programs is the re-
Fall APCUG events; Host, computer call in sh¢w cently updated "Spybot Search and Destroy", version
KLVI; Faculty Senate, Lamar Institute of Tegh- 1.3, available for free (donations encouraged) at
nology www.safer-networking.org and other major download
sites. Spybot can detect and destroy over 13,000
Next to spam mail and viruses, one of the most irritatiisgyware products, and immunize our computers from
facets of web surfing is the annoying popup ads thatfsure infection by almost 1800 types of spyware.
many of us receive. What many may not be aware ofipybot can also prevent some pesky websites from
that about 80% of the popups that we get while onling)anging our "home" or browser startup pages, and
and many that may also appear if we are offline, amake it difficult for spyware to write itself into our Win-
generated by spyware that is unknowingly installed ¢lows registry. An integral utility makes it easy for
our computers. Spybot to check for, and install the periodic updates
necessary to detect and kill the latest types of spyware.
Spywatre are software programs that typically install with- _ -
out our knowledge or informed consent, and may alémother popular anti-spyware utility is "Ad-Aware",
be a part of a program that we purposely installe@vailable for download at www.lavasoftusa.com. The
Spyware, as its name connotes, is software that offege version of Ad-Aware, the "Standard Edition", is
gathers information on our surfing habits and may sepdssibly the most widely used anti-spyware program,
that information to third parties. At its worst, spywarwith over 42 million copies downloaded since July,
may also be used to gather personal information frat@03. Ad-Aware comes in several versions ranging
our computers, including passwords, user names, dr@n the “free for personal use” Standard Edition, the
other information, and send it to persons unknown wi@7 "Plus" edition, and the $40 "Pro" version. Ad-
may illicitly use that information to empty our bank acAware frequently releases updated "reference files"
counts, charge goods in our name, and commit othvhich contain lists of newly created or revised spyware
various forms of identity theft. information.

Spyware can get on our computers by visiting some ulpopular commercial program, which is a "Swiss army
ethical websites, or by installing some downloaded krife” type of program comprising many different utili-
commercial software. Several forms of spyware cdies, including an excellent spyware (parasite) detector
infect our computers via viruses and Trojans. Amor&pd killer is the "SpyHunter" included with System
the most notorious sources of spyware are popular fieechanic, version 4. System mechanic is available lo-
sharing utilities such as Morpheus and KaZaA. Sorsally at retail (about $49), and for download at
of the "cookies" or small text files placed on our conwww.iolo.com. Afully functional 30 day free trial ver-
puters by some websites can also be used to create pen is available for download. As does its free stand-
sonal profiles on us, and distribute that information t6g competitors, System Mechanic's SpyHunter also
third parties. It should be noted that some software ¢hecks for updated spyware listings, and installs them
tles will no longer function if their attached spyware iseamlessly. SpyHunter has been proven to be an ef-
deleted, as the spyware is intended to provide a céective spyware detector and killer, and the other utili-
tinuing revenue stream for the software publisher.  ties included in System mechanic make this a most use-
ful program.
Fortunately, it is generally easy to detect and kill spyware, _ _
or otherwise render it inert. It should be understood\&thile not directly marketed as an anti-spyware prod-
this point that as a general rule, even the best antivitg, "STOPzilla" is a very effective spyware remover
programs, while effective at detecting and preventing virtigat specializes in those spyware products that produce
and Trojan infestations, are generally ineffective at de@bout 80% of the annoying popup ads that we may get
ing with spyware. Firewalls, if properly installed anavhile surfing the web. Arecent update to STOPzilla

configured, can prevent many s are types from se@po includes an integral utility that can detect and kill
J P y spyware byp J &4 Con't...page 10

9
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Con't...from page 9 - Spyware of damage are readily available in a variety of forms and

tother f ; including tracki Ig)rices, ranging from an inexpensive suppressor in the
MOSL Other Torms of Spyware, INcluding tracking CoOka i, of 5 power strip, to large box shaped devices that

:esi Z\IX}%hfalm;)sthdally aUrEme’l‘t%q ur;dmes, and %XCrg ovide surge protection with line conditioning and a
Se$OP f ree ec'l Sblfpl?o $é%°‘f[ Ing to ’ ree"num €Battery backup function. Arecent review of the selec-
zlllaIs availabie for U al www.StopzIlia.Com. tinn ayailable locally at the office supply, electronics, and
Iscount stores indicated a vast array of power strip
e surge suppressors, ranging in price from about $3
almost $100. One caveat is appropriate here; many
rs have a standard power strip connecting their com-
ters to the wall plug. While almost all power strips
gr some form of overload protection, typically with a
rcuit breaker, standard power strips offer no other
otection for power related problems, and need to be
laced with a decent quality power strip that has a
rge suppression function with a UL 1449 rating. The
ability of a surge suppressor to dissipate the surge or

While there are several other decent anti-spyware piBike is measured in joules, with a higher joules rating

grams available, one caveat is appropriate here. Th&ficating a greater ability to absorb and dissipate the
XCess voltage from the surge. Almost all surge sup-

are some unethical purveyors of some anti-spyware ID?R%sors have a limited life expectancy, and may wear
grams that use spam emails, popup ads, and dece;ﬂ . Many of the better ones have an LED or other de-

sales practices, including telling you that your compu & indicating the proper functioning of the surge pro-

:ts infested with spyware, and charging a fee to remo}(ééction. Itis a good practice to frequently inspect your

Any of the titles referenced above will do a reasonaljdr9€ suppressor, and toimmediately replace it if there

: : : ven a hint or suspicion of malfunction. Power surges
Job of reducing popups, and securing your compuﬂé@ one of the major killers of computers and other elec-

1;Lonm spyware, provided they are frequently updated a?ronic devices. In my house, each of my major elec-
' tronic devices, including TVs, microwaves, stereos,
- cordless phones, and of course computers, is connected
Computer Power Protection | toafunctional surge suppressor. | also carry a good
. quality surge suppressor power strip in my notebook
By Ira Wilsker computer case which is always used whenever my note-
book is plugged in. While the primary function of a surge

Now that summer i n nd our air conditionedPPressor IS to protect plugged-in electrical devices
owinhat Summer IS upon us, and our air ConAItoN&sy, g rge related damage, many of the suppressors on

agg(rjnotgrccyocrlr? ?th]earns%:)eﬁeﬁg?lli%iselyb\;vsehrrrilr?li’ Q\?(\e/r?sqﬂé market also provide additional functionality. Com-
ST T mgment e an the AG COmoIeSSor b flion in most better suppressors is an electronic noise
g V\}/t h our intermittent vet P thp deﬁﬁer, which reduces the electrical noise, often referred
on. With ourin ean' entye cc()jmmoln shumfrlr_wekr UNC&ES as RFI or EMI interference, carried through the power
s_torml?, we may have dn[;)tlce ourfig ES Ic ]?r’ OCCHARes. This electronic noise may be thought of as a type
sorly sy apever g S S S
. r? | strain N rsonallv. they m Yy Iso b ters, welding devices, printers, lightning, or other
tonai strain upon us personally, they may aiSo b€ gy \rceg This type of line noise can cause errors in com-
indication that we may need to protect our Computelle nrograms and data files, and possibly also dam-
from unseen electrical damage. The most basic forntof, " 5 me hardware componeﬁts In purchasing a surge
electrical protection for our computers, which shou ppressor, | recommend that one be purchased that
be consEer(le(d as mandatory:;or all c?mputﬁrsﬁ INCIYRR) des electronic noise filtering. | have repaired count-
'nf% notebook computers used away from the °|meI8§s computers where the modem was fried, or destroyed
office, Is a surge suppressor. Power surges, a S%%’a power surge. Itis widely known in professional

One of the most comprehensive spyware detecting
killing programs on the market is PestPatrol ($40), av
able at www.pestpatrol.com. This is an excellent prQ-
gram that can both detect spyware, and block m
types of infection. PestPatrol has an integrated util
that enables all parts of PestPatrol to be updated g
regular basis in order to maximize the detection and
moval functions. PestPatrol offers a free online sc
that will detect, but not eliminate, almost all known for
of spyware.

ferred to as spikes, are shortterm increases in voltages|as that power surges and spikes can also come
often occurring when major electrical equipment, sug, rough a phone line, as well as a coax cable, network

as air conditioners or freezers are turned off. Th le, or other form of data connection. Many surge
surges and spikes can damage sensitive electronicigsy ‘o ssors also include one or more protected lines

vices such as computers, TVs, microwave ovens, 8l jicity for a phone or fax cable, TV or satellite cable,
other devices. Surge suppressors to minimize the ris Con't...page 11
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Con’t. from page 10 - Power Protection

or other types of network cable. Forthose of ust Come On Out and Support

still use dialup connections to the internet, or use Your Club at

machines, a surge suppressor that has a phone Jack Hobbyfest July 18

should also be a necessity. The phone plug from fhe

wall connects to the jack in the suppressor, and ano

cable is used to connect the suppressor to the mo

gr faxmachine. Generally, there is no significantdegfaars can share ideas and help one 4n-
ation of signal while connected to a fax machine, qu . .

some 56K modems may suffer a slight degradationjofther. But also, it is a time where SCUG

signal or speed. This slight performance is a small picean demonstrate who and what we are

to pay for the added protection provided by the sup- .
pressor. All of my phone lines and cable TV coax Rle the general public. In order to corj-

connected to the same surge suppressor that profetiaue to have this club exist we negd
the device they are connected to. As an added benkfilaembers and Hobbyfest is a good pldce
many models of surge suppressors also carry some fprm .
of insurance coverage to repair or replace devices o0 introduce new people to our club.

nected to them from covered perils, often including light-Please come out and support your clhb
ning. The amount of coverage provided is often high

butis sometimes used as a marketing gimmick. As wjit?" ‘]u_ly 18 - even if you just pop in apd
all types of guarantees and insurance, be sure to fesay hi.

at

er
enhobbyfest is a time where computer Iqv-

the fine print, and follow explicitly the directions for fil{ The following are a few pictures frofn

past Hobbyfest events from SCUG
aarchives.

ing a claim. Better safe then sorry.

Congratulations to Pierre,
SCUG’s President

For the past several months Pierre has been sfud)
ing hard at Lambton College and has now earhec
adiplomain Computer Repair. We are glad to hjve
such a qualified leader in our club. The following}is
a sample of what Pierre has been qualified for

CompTIA A+ P.C. repair technician.

The A+ exams test the following areas of knowyl-
edge:

Installation, configuring and upgrading
Diagnosis and troubleshooting
Preventive maintenance | -
Motherboard, processors and memory Answering questions from a prospective merpber
Printers

Basic networking
OS fundamentals
Networks

Anyone who may be interested in finding out mqre
on this please go to:
http://www.comptia.org/certification/A
objectives.asp

Norm and Paul demonstrating the finer

Also, please see Pierre's paid ad on page 14 aspects of a computer to an exotic bird?

11
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Comdex Computer
Show Cancelled

tives, possibly CES.

DOS 2.0 operating system with a slide show that featured
/zdnet.com.com/2100-1103 _2-5244406.html)
"We firmly believe the $915 billion information technology

can compare all their options at one time, and thought le
can discuss and debate the industry's future," Eric Fauro

HUGE TURNOUT AT WINDOWS SIG

than half had their hands in the air. The best p

- the sharing of information, which is what make
SIG a success. Pierre is re-elected for another

g |

An email is sent to all SIG members after each m
ing giving an overview of what was discussed.

The APCUG board has already started discussions on alterrja-

“Computer trade show Comdex, once the biggest event on tije
tech calendar, has been canceled this year, a victim of the|grojv-

slides.” David Becker CNT News.com (For more onthis: (Http:

n_
dustry needs an event where the leading technology compan
can speak to their global customers on neutral ground, buygrs
adg's
,Vige
president and general manager for Comdex, said in a statemgnt.

.entmag.com/news/article.asp?EditorialsID=628 .
L g e p oo "Join us at the Park on Sunday for the 15th AnI:]uaI
e

Considering that the weather finally turned to the njice
side and the SCUG season is coming to an en( f
the summertime, there was a huge crowd of compgi-experience and enjoy!
ter enthusiasts that came out to this meeting. Pjer
asked for a show of hands to see how many of th
members in attendance had Windows XP and mo

this meeting was the continuous questions and ans

et

June 2004

iS
v
Al

(72}

Hobbyfest

Come out and support the Club
Just drop by and say hello!

HOBBYFEST. Over 45 Community Groups co
I together to display and demonstrate a wide va
piof hobby & leisure activities for the Community

Waterfront Activities Coordinator
Location: Dow People Place

Begin Date:7/18/04

Time: 10A.M.-4:00 P.M., Sunday
Description:

Over 4 community groups converge on the Pa
demonstrate and display their leisure interests. E
for the whole family to enjoy!

http://community.sarnia.com/events

renttp://mww.city.sarnia.on.ca/visit.asp?sectionid=

Organization: City of Sarnia - Community Servicgs

iety
(o]

65

Picture compliments of Linda Perdeaux, Sumrmer

kto
vent

~

moreinfo.asp?eventid=2072
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winipcfg (displays Internet connection/adapter info)
Use Run commands for ) winver (displays the Windows verson installed on the
fast access to almost everything computer) wmplayer (opens Windows Media Player)
by Linda Gonse wordpad (opens program) wupdmgr (connects to Win-

Editor, Orange County PC Users' Group, Califo 'nia{j ows update)

ing the Run box can also give you a jump start on
knife of Windows' built-in apps? Using it can make yo@adressing your email messages. Go to Runand type in

computing time move along more quickly and smooth[j&i!to:<desired email address> and press OK. (Ex-
Available since Windows 3.1, the Run command is ginPle-—-mailto:editor @orcopug.org.) Your e-mail ap-

ten overlooked by users except as an option for inst%i—cation will open to display a blank new message that

ing programs, although techies use it frequently to gicady has the er']ma:l addtr)e_sts yobu ?pe_d in the 'To:;)fieg:i!

cess various system diagnostics and information. ~ 'OY can eéven check websites by typing in a web ad-
dress in Run. (Ex-ample-http://www. orcopug.org.)

But, the average computer user should take a clo$gien connected to the Internet, you will be whisked to

look at Run for its versatility to start programs and utif¥'€rever you wantto go.

ties, to open files and folders, to open web sites (whén h itch ¢ in the Run box t
connected to the Internet), and as an alternative to pfaond the SWICNES you can type in thé kun box 1o

ing shortcuts on the desktop. To use Run, left click GYStomize tasks are attrib, move, and xcopy. DOS com-
the Start button. Click on Run. If you hate to take yo[J}2nd and switches, and instructions on how to use them
fingers off the keyboard to access Run, you can aviigconiunction with Windows Run, are at http:/
using the mouse by pressing the Windows key on yd{YW- Téchiwarehouse.com/DOS/XP_DOS
keyboard and the letter "r". Commands are typed | utorial.html, and http://www. computerhope.com/
the open box. For example: In the open Run box, typgdos-ntm#02

msconfig to give you quick access to the Startup Cop-
figuration tab. Click on the StartUp tab, and check
uncheck boxes of programs you want to run on Start
(You will be prompted to restart your computer. If yo
want your custom startup to take effectimmediate
click OK.) Msconfig is one of the Run commands y
will probably use often.

Did you know that the Run command is the Swiss Ar

you type commands in the Run box, a list of your
st Recently Used (MRU) commands--a history of
€ commands you've used--accumulate. The growing
t can come in handy, because you can just click on
y command to activate it without retyping it.

On the other hand, you may not want to wade through a
ng list, or you may not want others to have access to
jg visible commands. In these cases, you need to clear
e MRU commands. Here are two ways you can do

Following are other Run commands for you to try o
(If you get hooked on Run, you can search Google
"run commands" to find others. There are lots of the
Many will include "switches," familiar to DOS users, th
will allow some of the commands to be customized,)
calc (opens calculator utility) cdplayer (opens cd play
charmap (opens character map utility) clipbrd (ope
clipboard utility) command (opens DOS window
command line) defrag (opens defrag utility) drvspa:
(opens drive space utility to compress drives, etc.) dxd
(for DirectX, sound, input devices-joysticks, etc. inf
freecell (opens freecell game) mplayer2 (opens Wi
dows Media Player 6.4) msconfig (accesses progr
that run on startup) mshearts (opens hearts ga
msinfo32 (accesses system resources info) note
(opens program) regedit (accesses command to edi
registry) rsrcmtr (loads resource meter utility in systeg

Right click the start button and go to properties. Click

the radio button next to Start Menu and click on the
ustomize... button. Then, click on the Advanced tab.
cate the Run box and check the box on the left. Then,
5k on clear history.

_You can navigate to HKEY_CURRENT_ USER\
ftware\Microsoft\Windows\
rentVersion\Explorer\ RunMRU. This is where you
ind all the commands in the Run history. Delete the
s you don't want. But, backup the registry first!

tray) scandskw (accesses scan disk utility) scanregdf"€ IS no restriction against any non-profit group
(registry scan) sndrec32 (opens sound record %ng this article as long as it is kept in context with
sndvol32 (opens sound volume utility) sol (opens a sdifoPE" ‘}rtehd't /glven.tr;_e au%hF?r. The lEéj'tO”alt CoUm-
taire game) sysedit (accesses the System ConfiguraiBi{e€ © AF?CSéOCIa 'Qnto e;_r sonla ompu t‘?r sfer
Utility) sysmon (opens system monitor utility) win.inierOUPS ( ), an international organization o

(accesses file that loads some Windows componer‘%ﬂcr‘ this group is a member, brings this article to
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you will find the following sections: Seven Warning Signs
of Bogus Science, Ten Ways to Avoid Being Quacked,
Signs of a "Quacky" web site.

Don't Be a Victim of

Health Scare Stories
By Alicia King Padgett Alicia-
apcug@comcast.net

_ _ Always seek a second opinion, but please peruse
APCUG Advisor for Region 9

www.quackwatch.org

Health scare artists are utilizing the Internet as a medidinere is no restriction against any non-profit group us-
for terrorizing the public, and unfortunately many adulisg this article as long as it is kept in context with proper
are taking the stories seriously. These tall tales are ofgsedit given the author. The Editorial Committee of the
written citing evidence and research that sounds legiissociation of Personal Computer User Groups
mate. Frequently an e-mail is sent to you from a reliafgPCUG), an international organization of which this
friend who had received it from another acquaintanggoup is a member, brings this article to you.

who had "personal knowledge or personal experienge=-

with the alleged dangerous item. The health scare mes-

sages are always the same-whatever it is will make yjou
sick or even cause death.

If you try to research accurate health information ab
the topic sent, you may literally become caught in tije
Web, where health hoaxes and urban medical myths tun

Advertise In this space
for only $10
Your ad will appear for a full season in
SCUG Report.

t Also, your ad will reach out to the world

as this newsletter is posted live on
www.scug.ca every month!

rampant. Many of these Websites appear to have valid
researched data.

Before you decide to believe or, worse forward e-mdil
with serious health claims, do a little checking. Start gn
the Web with www.urbanlegends.com o
www.snopes.com that catalogue the more persistgnt

rumors. These two sites also detail persistent legegds

on other topics in addition to health scare stories.
Then go to reliable health sites, like:

www.mayohealth.org for general health

Slide and Film Scanning 35 m

High Resolution

Call Pierre for a free quote

Phone344-1379

Email: pahoule@sympatico.ca

www.medhelp.org especially good for cardiology
www.oncolink.org for cancer www.cancer.gov for can-
cer www.havigator.tufts.edu for nutrition www.fda.gov
for latest updates on food/drugs as well as extensive
archives

So keep yourself informed and don't become one of the
individuals caught in a web of confusion by believing the
stories and passing them on to others.

ISLANID TNEEIET

Ron anD Kares RuPeERT
CrnEROPERATOR

Lambion Mall
1380 London Foad
Samia, O, NTS 1PB
Tl 219 542 (164
Fax 518 542 5817
lambionmal & islandinkjal com
WA 5 landlin kel corn

Tha Rafill Guys!

Many of us have been victim of health-related frauds,
myths, and fallacies. We have to make many decisigas

about our health and care and want to make them il
informed. This site will keep you up-to-date on the lgt-
est findings on health care frauds.

Quack Watch is an informative site that deals with sugh
issues like growth hormone scams, coral calcium, gnd

acupuncture. It has a section on allergies and alterpa-

tive medicine. You might want to start with Tips fo
Navigating our Web Sites. In the "Quackery" sectign

Sustem Cylimiration

tems 343 -:;',if _jm
arnhL -
I'I'{:[:E‘S'F {519 135 2272
e e e, et
FPaul Witheridge
Perpormai’ r [l Fgticin
_"',.p.;-up L] Traiming

* Profroiees Fpmode Facpp Serwice
Wby Sarnio- Lamion CRassier -|‘-!,Ir ey

14




SCUG Report: Volumn 21, Issue 9 June 2004

CCD The CCD (Charge Coupled Device) is the cen-

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY tral processing unit of the digital camera. It is somewhat
AND PRINTING like the CPU in a computer, but unlike the CPU, the
by Charlotte Semple CCD has only one function. It takes images and munches

President & Edit and crunches them. The CCD of a 2 mega pixel camera
residen tor, contains 2 million light sensors. Each light sensor pro-
Los Angeles Computer Society California, and  duces 1 pixel. Each pixel represents 1 of 16.7 million

by Charles Mahan different colors. Each pixel has ared, green and blue
Wi-Fi SIG Leader, Los Angeles Computer component of color. Each component is a byte (of data).
Society, California Each pixel has three bytes of data. A2 MP camera pro-

duces 6 million bytes of data. Enough data to fill five
3.5-inch floppies!

SCUG Editor’'s Note: This article is longer than

the usual ones posted in SCUG Report, however withcle Time The time needed for the CCD to munch
the summer holidays before us and the many, magid crunch data and get it out of the way in time for the
people who are getting into digital photography, tamera to be ready to take another photo.
thought that this highly informative article will be
useful, not only to the beginner, but to the advancegg Time The time a digital camera needs to look at a
photographer as well. | hope you enjoy your sumgubject and fire enough electrical charge to be ready so
mer and if you get any interesting pictures pleaggat when the shutter button is pressed, the camera will
forward them to edltor@scu_g andlorcapture the image of the subject_
webmaster@scug.ca as we are looking to upload
member’s pictures to www.scug.ca and this papeMunching and Crunching After the CCD captures the

_ o image it has to compress it. A 2 MP camera uses
Lee Otsubo is best known as The Digital Photo Guynunches) 6 million bytes of data for each picture at
He has become a familiar figure to many user groupsgh resolution. This has to be compressed (crunched)
he shares his knowledge and experiences in digital pgwn to 1 mega byte of data. Many cameras have dif-
tography. He emphasizes two basic topics in his pregrent settings for resolution. Lee recommended that you

entation: . keeps your camera on the highest setting and leave it
1) How to get the most out of a digital camera (or hoiere. if you change it for a lower resolution shot and
to buy one) and, forget to re-set it to the higher level, and you use the

2) How to share and display great digital Photos.  camera again, thinking you are taking high-resolution
_ ) shots, you will be disappointed in the results. You can

Megapixels Mega comes from Greek, meaning, greglways throw away extraneous detail, but you cannot

Intechnological terms, it's a prefix for millions. A 3.5putitin if you didn't capture it in the first place.

inch floppy holds 1.44 mega bytes, which is 1.4 million

bytes of data. Amegapixel is 1 million pixels. Input -The Lens This is the first and last place where
. _ o there is any real resemblance between the digital and

So, "What the heck is a pixel?" A pixel is a made ufym camera. The usual focal length of a 35mm point and

tech term for "picture element.” Pixels are square.dhoot camera is anywhere from 35mm to 105mm zoom.

you look closely at a newspaper photo, using a magMost digital cameras have 3 X zoom, which goes down

fying glass, you will see hundreds of tiny dots, somg the equivalent of 35mm, for a moderate wide-angle

dark, some light and some in between. As you mo¥got, out to the equivalent of 105mm for a telephoto
the photo away from yourself, setting aside the glasgot.

you will not be able to discern the dots any more, in-
stead you will see the whole photo. Digital cameras wotkere are two types of Zoom: Optical, which is "real"
the same way. They use millions of pixels, (mega pixej&som, and Digital, which is electronic trickery. When
or MP), to make a photo. i.e. a 2 MP camera useg@u activate the zoom function on a 35 mm point and
million pixels. Amega pixel is a measure of the canghoot film camera, you can hear the lens moving in and
era's capability to capture detail, which is resolution. out, increasing or decreasing the size of the image to be
_ captured. Thisis "real" zoom. When the electronic zoom
You need to be aware of what kind of photography ye a digital camera is activated, the zoom plays a trick
are interesting in doing and what you are going to @ the image. The lens captures the center section of the

with the photos in order to make the best use of tiffage and stretches the pixels out to fill the frame. But
finite number of pixels you have. Con't...page 16
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Con’t. from page 15 - Digital Photography least two memory cards of a moderate range. These
one loses some resolution and the photo will not begg a|l electronic devices and sooner or later you will
Clear. corrupt data on a memory card. If you were gullible

. o __enough to buy only one very large range memory card,
Using a photo imaging tool on your PC, and enlargingd go on vacation, and the card becomes corrupted,
photo large enough so that straight edges are no '0@ are up the proverbial tree. You have two choices.
straight, you can see the points of individual pixels. Erase all the accumulated data from the card and reformat
tech terms, this is called "Jaggies.” Under the same C@it card, loosing all your photos, or not take any more
ditions when looking at a photo of a person, you C@jhotos. Neither choice is desirable. If you had two
see individual square pixels. In tech terms, this is call mory cards, the corrupted card can bé removed and
"Pixulation”. stored away safely and the second card can be inserted

. into the camera and you can continue taking photos.
When buying a camera be aware of what componenighen you get home, the corrupted card can be inserted
the camera is optical zoom and what is digital ZooRto the card reader, and a rescue software (Photo Res-

Some "smart” marketers might advertise their cameige, http:/Avww.photorescue.com) can be fired up and
as having 6X zoom capability, where they have muliinost of the photos can be saved.

plied the 3X Optical by the 2Xdigital. A 3X Optical

camera is a 3X Optical camera. Another way marketep |nstant gratification! You can see in an instant the
ers might advertise a 6X Optical camera is where thEMoto just shot (but wait for the Cycle Time). It is not
have taken a cheap 2X optical zoom and bumped jgommended that you waste time trying to decide which
the digital zoom to 3X, calling their product 6X Zoomshots to keep and which shots to discard while taking
You must be really careful to read the fine print. Dorthe shots. Wait until the photos are transferred to your
always go by the advertising printed onthe box.  pC, and then make these decisions. Each time you turn
. on the LCD the power consumption increases by 2 -3
About Zoom If you are taking photos at a back ya.rg?d, and precious battery life is wasted. Also, when you
BBQ, and you are able to fill the camera frame withyy  digital camera, make sure it has an optical view-
subjects, you probably will not need a zoom. If you afyder, and use it for much better shots.
going to be taking outdoor photos with subjects 20 to
30 feet away, a 3X Optical zoom camera is probably @lher Most digital cameras use standard rechargeable
you would need. If you are in the "nose bleed Se(?t'%g[%eries. If you use regular alkaline batteries a digital
of a sports arena, and your subjects seem to be 6-incigfera will just eat them up in no time. The most popu-
tall, you will probably need anywhere from a 6, 8, 10 igy hatteries are Nickel Metal Hydride (NiMH). Some
12Xm zoom. You should be aware of the kind of pherople might use Proprietary Lithium lon batteries, pro-
tography you want to do so that the right type of ZooRpietary meaning expensive. The lithium ion batteries are
lens can be obtained. very powerful and long lasting, lasting 3-4 times longer
. _ than the nickel metal hydride batteries. Awarning about
Output-USB Most modern digital cameras will have gese batteries-be very careful how and where you store
USB (universal serial bys) port connection. If a cam m. Don't carry them loose in a pocket with anything
does not have this don't even consider it. A slow ser@ntaining metal. You could start a fire. These batteries

connection will drive you crazy. Simply plug the USEshoyld be stored safely in some sort of plastic contain-
cord that comes with the camera into the computer

leave the camera end in a convenient place for ready

use. A card reader makes an easy job of uploading gy, what do you do with all these great photos? Print
data from your camera into the computer. Auniversglem! In order to get the best quality prints, there are 4
Card Reader accommodates up to 6 different memedmponents that impact the quality of the prints:

cards. Simply insert the memory card into the readerrhe printer Use a good quality photo ink-jet printer.
and it will look to a Windows machine, almost like &pson, Hewlett Packard, and Canon are the most well
the memory card. also do have a range of good quality inexpensive print-

ers.
Memory Cards These are compact flash memory cardispaper Use good quality paper. This might be some-
The particular type of memory card that came with yoyhat of a surprise, but Epson produces the best quality
camera s the type you should use. Not all memory caggints on expensive Epson paper (about $1.00 per an
are universal. The real advantage of memory cardsgis x 11 sheet). The same goes for Hewlett Packard

that they are removable and are fairly robust. Not likg,g Cannon. Keep in mind that there are certain com-
ordinary film. Lee recommends that you should carry at
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Con't. from page 16 - Digital Photography ally becoming one ugly photo. When this happens, and
binations of paper and printer that will never work. Itisou have a pristine copy of the photo on a CD, re-copy
not advisable to use Epson paper with a Hewlgttto the PC and you will have a fresh photo to work on.
Packard printer, or HP paper with a Canon printer. efthe best advice is not to save it each time you look at it.
. Ifyou only print about 20 to 30 photos per month, liveou can work with a photo, changing its composition
a little and buy the expensive paper. If you print huand print it without saving the changes. CDs, when used
dreds of photos per month, look around for deals, igigularly, also degrade. So make 2 CDs of your pho-
try a few sheets of the paper first before buying a reags, keeping one in a safe place.

or you might be stuck with a ream of unusable cheap

paper. . There is no restriction against any non-profit group us-
3. Image As Lee mentioned before, keep your cameyiag this article as long as it is kept in context with proper
set at the highest resolution and you will get high qualigyedit given the author. The Editorial Committee of the
prints. There are two exceptions: a) the use of "raw" Aksociation of Personal Computer User Groups
“tiff" mode is mostly for when one needs the higheshAPCUG), an international organization of which this
quality possible. e. g., taking wedding photos Wh_e%ﬁoup is a member, brings this article to you.

everything is set up, people are standing quietly, the light

ing is just right, and the camera is on a tripod. Raw, Qr
Tiff, captures every single pixel and does not comprefs,
creating huge files. b) Taking photos for the Interndt, A_n Important Message

such as for eBay. Use a low resolution that does fjot From lain Smy, SCUG’s Webmaster
require compression and reduces the time between taking

the shots and uploading them to eBay. If you keep yqur _ i
cameras at the highest resolution you will have the lefst N EW SCUG Online
"Digital SIG Photos"

compression.

4. Software The software is the most critically impof-

tant component in producing good prints. Remember - Www.scug.ca

when Lee talked about those square pixels where jusOKk, | have finally finished the software upgradgs
1pixel represented 1 of 16.7 million different colors inf that were necessary for the Digital Photograppy
RGB color scheme? Well, printers print round dots, eachSIG to display their photos on the web site. If yqu
with a color spectrum of between 5 to 10 thousand dff- are a member of the SIG and wish to have yqur
ferent colors in a CMYK (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow anfl photos displayed please submit them using the fol-
Black) color scheme. For a printer to make the trani-lowing instructions:
tion from square pixels to round dots, it needs the syp-
port of good high quality software that is specifically 1. image to be formatted to 640x480
written to do that job. (Someone actually figured o . .
how to insert a square peg into a round hole!) 2. image to be .jpg format

=
~—+

tos onto CDs is, digital photos have no negatives. If ypu . . .
transfer you photo to your computer, and if you comp}- 4. email to webmaster@scug.ca with the subjgct
ter fails (and it will by Murphy's law) and you have ndt Digital Photo SIG Photo
copied them to CDs, you are out there up the prover-

bial creek. Your photos are history. The CD is you "negp- 5. include in the email your name, a title for yoyr
tive". photo and a description. This description can {

CDs The mostimportant reason for copying digital phE- 3. image to be no larger than 500K

clude where the photo was taken, any notes aljout

The format used by digital cameras for compressior|ishow you took it (fstop, shutter speed etc), apd
JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group), a powerlgl anything else you think would be of interest to the
technology and an excellent compression log rhythin. SIG

There is, however, an insidious idiosyncrasy you myst . '
be aware of with JPEG images. After you haje Once photos have been submitted you can vigw
downloaded your photos into you PC. and you pi¢k them by clicking on the "Digital SIG Photos" lin
out a photo to examine and admire, do something wjthin the left hand menu.

itand save it, it is re-compressed. If you open it aggin _

and save it, it is re-compressed again. Each time youf you have any questions, please drop me a n¢te.
open a photo and save it after viewing it, it is re-cor- webmaster@scug.ca
pressed. Each time it loses a little more detail, evenku
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SCUG MEETINGS
2004

GUESTSWelcomed - Bring a friend...
WWW.SCug.ca

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Executive 30th 4th 1st/29th
Digital 1st 6th 3rd
Genealogy 13th 11th? 8th
Windows 16th 21st 18th
General 29th 27th 24th

* Exec and Digital meetings at St James Church-140 Lansdowne® @&tk Lansdown and Athlone)
* Genealogy meetings are held at Ebtech 559 Exmouth

* Windows meeting are held at Grace United Church, 990 Cathcart

* General Meetings are held at St. Bartholmew,s Church, 718 Cathcart Blvd.

SCUG Members can
ADVERTISE
here for

FOR SALE Have a grealf

summer and se
- Sony Corless Headphones - you in the fall!!!

Creative MP3 External Sound
Card (USB)

- 4 speed CD recorder - Lexmark
color printer

- 8.5 x 14 inch paper

1w

Norm - 542-5757
pr@scug.ca Don’t forget Hobbyfest July 18th.
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